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AIDS 


The  eighth  annual 
International  AIDS 
Conference,  planned  for 
Boston,  will  be  relocated  due 
to  discriminatory  U.S. 
immigration  and  entry  policies 


‘Political  policies’ 

Scientists,  AIDS  activists  and  public  health 
specialists  agreed  that  the  decision  to  relocate 
the  conference  highlights  the  backward  and 
discriminatory  nature  of  U.S.  immigration 
policy,  and  they  have  been  almost  unanimous 
in  their  call  to  strike  down  the  policy.  The 
United  States  is  currently  believed  to  be  the 
only  industrialized  country  that  bans  people 
with  HIV  from  entry. 

“I  think  it  makes  us  look  foolish  to  the  rest 
of  the  world,”  said  Larry  Kessler,  executive 
director  of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  and  member  of  the  National 
Commission  on  AIDS.  “The  policies  are  not 
public  health  policies,  but  political  policies.” 

The  restriction  on  people  with  HIV/AIDS 
was  drafted  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.) 
and  passed  in  1987  as  part  of  an  unrelated 
appropriations  bill.  The  U.S.  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  and  HHS 
first  came  under  fire  their  exclusionary 
policies  toward  people  with  HIV  and  AIDS 
during  preparations  for  the  sixth  International 
[2  AIDS  Conference  held  in  San  Francisco  in 
cr  1990.  Nearly  100  AIDS  service  and  research 
J  organizations  worldwide  boycotted  the  San 
2  Francisco  conference  because  of  the 
x  exclusions.  Since  then,  scientists,  AIDS 
z  activists  and  health  policy  specialists  have 
^  spoken  out  against  the  discriminatory 
^  policies. 

2  HHS  and  INS  officials  initially  said  that 
only  an  act  of  Congress  would  allow  them  to 
strike  HIV  from  their  lists  of  exclusions. 
Then  in  Oct.  1990,  as  part  of  the  Family 
Unity  and  Employment  Act,  the  HHS  was 
given  responsibility  for  removing  HIV  and 
AIDS  from  its  list.  In  June  of  this  year,  HHS 
secretary  Louis  Sullivan  recommended  that 
HIV  and  AIDS  be  removed  from  the  list.  The 
Bush  administration’s  Justice  Department 
subsquently  blocked  the  move,  arguing  that  it 
would  cost  U.S.  taxpayers  too  much  to 
provide  health  care  to  immigrants  with  HIV. 
The  administration  then  put  off  a  final 
decision  on  the  policy  by  opening  it  up  to  a 
60-day  “comment”  period.  Throughout  the 
debate,  the  U.S.  policy  toward  people  with 
HIV  has  been  maintained. 

Kessler  said  that  he  views  the  Justice 
Department’s  stated  concern  for  the  cost  of 
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By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

BOSTON — Citing  the  U.S.  government’s 
failure  to  lift  an  immigration  and  entry  ban  on 
people  with  HIV,  organizers  announced  Aug. 
16  that  the  eighth  annual  International  AIDS 
Conference — originally  scheduled  to  be  held 
in  Boston  in  May  1992 — will  be  moved  to  a 
site  outside  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Max  Essex,  chair  of  the  Harvard  AIDS 
Institute,  which  was  to  have  hosted  next 
year’s  conference,  had  announced  a 
commitment  to  relocate  the  conference 
outside  the  U.S.  if  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services  (HHS)  failed  to  lift  an 
immigration  ban  on  people  with  HIV  by  Aug. 
3.  The  deadline,  which  marks  the  end  of  a  60- 
day  comment  period  on  the  policy,  passed 
without  the  Bush  administration  stating 
whether  the  policy  will  change. 

“The  conference  is  now  only  eight  months 
away,”  said  Essex.  “We  cannot  wait  longer 
for  a  definitive  clarification  of  U.S.  policy  if 
we  are  going  to  hold  a  successful  AIDS 
conference  in  1992.” 


Nmnoks 


Quote  of  the  week 

“The  hard-line  communists  are  apparently 
fleeing  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  direction  of 
the  Chinese  border.  A  Thelma  &  Louise-like 
flight,  if  you  will.” 

— Dan  Rather  on  a  CBS  morning  news 
bulletin  explaining  the  hasty  exit  of 
communist  coup  leaders  from  Moscow. 

HIV-positive  man 
to  appeal 
sentence 

WASHINGTON — An  HIV-positive  man 
who  was  charged  with  attempted  murder  and 
sentenced  to  25  years  in  prison  after  biting  a 
corrections  officer  is  receiving  council  from 
two  legal  groups. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)  and  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  submitted  a  court  brief 
arguing  that  Gregory  Dean  Smith’s 
conviction  was  based  on  AIDS  hysteria 
rather  than  medical  fact  and  the  proper 
application  of  criminal  law.  The  two  groups 
are  requesting  that  their  client’s  conviction 
be  overturned. 

“Attempted  murder  prosecutions  for  biting 
and  scratching  are  the  government’s  way  of 
trying  to  look  like  it’s  getting  tough  on  AIDS 
while  doing  nothing  useful,”  said  Evan 
Wolfson  of  Lambda.  “HTV  is  not  spread  by 
biting;  it  is  spread  by  the  government’s 
failure  to  educate  people  on  prevention  and 
to  provide  access  to  care  and  a  cure.” 

A  statement  released  by  the  ACLU  and 
Lambda  says  in  part  that,  although  HIV  has 
never  been  transmitted  through  biting  or 
spitting,  an  increasing  number  of  HIV¬ 
positive  people  have  been  convicted  for 
attempted  murder  when  they  are  accused  of 
such  acts. 

“We  are  seeing  more  and  more  criminal 
prosecutions  involving  AIDS  that  have 
nothing  to  do  with  actual  transmission  or 
even  a  real  danger  of  transmission,”  said 
Ruth  E.  Harlow  of  the  ACLU  AIDS  Project. 
“Prosecutors  are  simply  targeting  HIV¬ 
positive  people  to  appear  to  be  ‘tough’  on 
AIDS. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Homophobe  loses 
libel  suit 

PORTLAND,  Maine — The  state  supreme 
court  upheld  the  decision  of  a  lower  court  to 
dismiss  a  lawsuit  that  was  filed  against  a 
former  Colby  College  student  who  said  her 
psychology  professor  was  homophobic.  The 
professor,  Lewis  F.  Lester,  sued  Mary  Jane 
Powers  for  libel,  slander  and  “tortuous 
interference  with  contract”  after  her 
statements  that  he  disapproved  of 
homosexuality  led  to  his  being  denied 
tenure. 

According  to  The  Baltimore  Gay  Paper, 
the  high  court  found  Powers’s  statements  to 
be  sincere  opinions  that  she  formed  in  1985 
while  taking  an  abnormal  psychology  class 
from  Lester.  The  court’s  ruling  stated  that 
one  of  the  classes  focused  on  whether 
homosexuality  should  be  classified  as  a 
disorder,  and  that  during  class  discussion 
Powers  felt  Lester  used  a  tone  of  voice 
indicating  his  disapproval  of  homosexuality. 

The  court  went  on  to  describe  how  this 
interaction  affected  Powers,  whose  attempt 
to  come  out  as  a  lesbian  at  the  time  was 
already  causing  her  “considerable  internal 
turmoil.”  In  a  letter  Powers  wrote  in 
opposition  to  Lester’s  tenure,  she  related  a 
number  of  other  incidents  she  found 
distasteful  and  intimidating. 

“The  college’s  position  has  always  been 
that  the  opinion  of  students  and  colleagues 
was  an  important  part  of  the  evaluative 
process  leading  to  tenure  decisions,”  said  Ed 
Hershey,  a  Colby  spokesperson.  “It  seems  to 
me  it  would  have  a  chilling  effect  on  the 
evaluative  process  if  the  person’s  opinions 
were  subject  to  libel.” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

AIDS  hysteria 
used  in  phone 
scam 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn. — A  court  issued  a 
temporary  injunction  against  a  man  who  ran 
classified  ads  advertising  a  telephone 
number  to  call  “to  see  if  your  doctor  or 
dentist  has  AIDS.”  In  June  of  this  year, 
AIDS  hysteria  hit  the  Twin  Cities  when 
dozens  of  patients  tested  for  HIV  after  a 
physician  revealed  that  he  had  AIDS. 

According  to  an  Associated  Press  story 
appearing  in  Equal  Time,  a  Twin  Cities  gay 
paper,  the  attorney  general’s  office  said  that 
people  who  called  the  number  got  a 


recording  promising  them  “legally  prepared” 
and  “lifesaving”  information  for  $22.95.  The 
man  responsible,  Theodore  Burandt,  faces 
charges  of  consumer  fraud,  deceptive  trade 
and  false  advertising. 

The  promotion  contained  fallacious 
information  about  AIDS  and  doctor-to- 
patient  AIDS  transmission,  according  to  the 
suit,  which  was  filed  July  16  by  Attorney 
General  Hubert  Humphrey  HI. 

“This  is  fraud  in  its  darkest  form,” 
Humphrey  said.  “It  is  nothing  more  than  a 
shameless  effort  to  prey  on  the  public’s  fear 
and  anxiety  over  AIDS  and  doctors.” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Tinsel  town  toasts 
task  force 

LOS  ANGELES — A  sellout  crowd  of  350 
Hollywood  stars  and  show  business 
executives  attended  an  Aug.  10  benefit  for 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF). 

According  to  Update,  a  Southern 
California  gay  newspaper,  the  $250-a-head 
fundraiser  was  organized  by  show  business 
attorney  Alan  Hergott  whose  lover  Curt 
Shepard  is  on  the  NGLTF  board  of  directors, 
and  producer  Barry  Krost,  a  longtime  AIDS 
fundraiser. 

“It’s  safe  to  raise  money  for  AIDS,”  said 
Hergott,  “but  it  begs  a  very  important 
question,  which  is  that  the  AIDS  crisis  arises 
in  no  small  measure  out  of  the  terrible  state 
of  our  civil  rights.” 

Although  some  attenders  refused  to  go  on 
record  as  supporting  gay  rights,  Hergott 
maintained  that  their  very  presence  signified 
“unified”  industry  support. 

The  Los  Angeles  Times  reported  that  at 
least  three  industry  executives  received 
threats  and  two  received  hate  mail  for  having 
associated  their  names  with  the  event. 

Hergott  and  Krost  were  recipients  of 
NGLTF’s  first  annual  Civil  Rights 
Leadership  Award  in  the  entertainment 
industry.  In  presenting  the  award,  NGLTF 
executive  director  Urvashi  Vaid  said,  “Up  to 
now  being  openly  gay  in  Hollywood  has  not 
been  without  cost.  Tonight,  we  hope,  marks 
a  turning  point  in  this  legacy.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Penn,  bookstore 
bombed  again 

LANCASTER,  Penn. — For  the  second 
time  in  two  months,  on  Aug.  15,  a  lesbian 
and  gay  bookstore  was  the  target  of  a 
bombing  that  local  activists  view  as  part  of 
escalating  anti-gay  violence  within  their 
community  (see  GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  49.) 

Nancy  Helm,  owner  and  proprietor  of  The 
Closet,  told  GCN  that  a  cardboard  cylinder 
with  explosive  powder  was  strapped  to  the 
front  of  her  store  and  ignited  with  a  cigarette 
at  approximately  2:32  a.m.  While  damage 
from  the  resulting  blast,  equivalent  to  a 
quarter  stick  of  dynamite,  has  yet  to  be 
assessed,  the  front  door  and  windows  were 
reportedly  blown  out  and  the  interior 
damaged. 

A  similar  bombing  took  place  at  The 
Closet  during  the  early-morning  hours  of 
June  24. 

Witnesses  of  the  more  recent  bombing 
reported  that  two  cars  left  the  area 
immediately  after  the  blast  and  that  two 
individuals  fled  the  scene  by  foot.  Helm 
added  that  as  many  as  10  people  may  have 
been  involved. 

According  to  Helm,  members  of  the 
Lancaster  County  commission,  locally 
elected  government  body,  had  met  the  day 
before  the  bombing  and  recited  Biblical 
passages  that  they  interpret  as 
condemnations  of  gay  and  lesbian  sexuality. 
“This  could  be  completely  avoided  if  county 
officials  would  stand  up  for  the  civil  rights  of 
all  people,  instead  of  making  public 
statements  about  how  gay  men  and  lesbians 
are  immoral,"  said  Helm.  “Everytime  they 
denounce  us,  my  store  gets  bombed.” 

Helm  said  that  Lancaster  police  have 
refused  to  classify  the  bombings  as  hate 
crimes  and  opted  to  call  them  acts  of 
criminal  mischief.  Also,  she  said  that  police 
have  classified  subsequent  remarks  issued  by 
a  carload  of  teenagers  as  “terrorist  threats.” 
In  one  incident.  Helms  said,  “I  was  sitting  on 
my  porch  with  some  friends  and  a  carload  of 
four  kids  pulled  up,  yelled,  ‘All  fags  must 
die,  we'll  throw  the  next  bomb!,’  and  then 
sped  away.” 

Helm  said  she  will  not  undertake  repairs 
immeditaely,  as  she  did  after  the  June 
bombing.  “There  is  going  to  be  a  KKK  [Ku 
Klux  Klan]  march  in  Lancaster  next  week, 
why  bother  when  it  is  likely  we’ll  get 
attacked  again?” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 
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Lifestyles  Productions 

presents 

FIRST  ANNUAL 
LABOR  DAY 
NIGHT  CRUISE 

Friday,  August  30 


Bay  State  Cruise  Lines 
Long  Wharf 

Boat  departs  8pm  returns  1 1pm 

$15  in  advance 
$20  at  the  boat 

Music  by  Magic  King 

For  information  call 
John  (617)  321-1388 
Jerome  (617)  282-6409 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sq.  Bouton,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  insurance  accepted 


245  NEWBURY  STREET 
BOSTON  MA  02116 
(617)  536-2525 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


RED  SOX  vs 
TIGERS 

Thursday,  October  3 

a  gay/lesbian  benefit  for  the 
Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  at  Fenway  Park 

benefit  price:  S25 

after  the  game,  enjoy  a 
reception  on  the  roof  top  of 
Tattoo  (formerly  1270) 

to  purchase  tickets  call 
617-247-CARE  (-2273) 

"T  1  Community  Health  Center 

=ir  Fenway 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1-800-339-2006 


Discreet  phone  answering 

•  Separate  private  phone  number 

•  Password  protection 

•  National  network  includes  Boston, 
Londonderry,  Lowell,  Hartford, 
Providence,  NY,  LA,  SF,  and 
many  others 

n.  Voice  iel 

AMV©X 

(617)  446-7700 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


New  liaison 
appointed 

An  interview  with  John  Meunier,  Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn’s 
new  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 


Two  queer  girls  take  their  vows  before  the  Rev.  Danielle  Mavronicles 


‘Here  come  the 
queers’ 

Queer  Nation  tosses  a  wedding  in  front  of  a  Boston  cathedral 


John  Meunier 

By  Dawn  Schmitz 

BOSTON — Boston  Mayor  Raymond 
Flynn  appointed  John  Meunier  as  the  city’s 
new  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  on  Aug.  16.  A  native  of 
Templeton,  Mass,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  at  Amherst, 
Meunier  has  worked  most  recently  as  a 
marketing  and  design  manager  for  the  Public 
Facilities  Department,  the  city's  community 
development  agency.  Meunier ’s  political 
work  has  included  serving  as  a  fundraiser  for 
the  Boston  Living  Center — a  community 
organization  for  people  with  HTV  infections 
and  AIDS — and  working  for  the  political 
campaigns  of  state  Rep.  Gerry  Studds,  1986 
candidate  for  lieutenant  governor  Gerry 
D'Amico  and  Flynn.  Meunier  told  GCN  he 
felt  his  position  as  a  “political  insider”  in  the 
city  will  help  make  him  an  effective  liaison. 

In  a  recent  interview  with  GCN,  Meunier 
discussed  how  he  views  his  role  as  liaison, 
and  outlined  ways  in  which  he  will  approach 
issues  such  as  The  Family  Protection  Act, 
which  would  have  allowed  Boston  citizens  to 
register  domestic  parters  and  extended 
families  with  the  city;  anti-gay  and  -lesbian 
violence;  funding  for  AIDS  services  and 
education;  and  Flynn’s  anti-choice  stance  on 
abortion. 

GCN:  What  direction  do  you 
think  the  city  should  take  to 
fight  AIDS  In  the  era  of  budget 
cuts? 

John  Meunier:  It’s  definitely  harder 
because  the  need  grows  every  day,  and 
resources  get  tighter.  I  think  the  area  for 
concentration  is  in  direct  services,  like  the 
501  campaign,  which  is  a  commitment  by  the 
city  to  build  501  units  of  housing  for  people 
with  AIDS.  By  the  way,  the  significance  of 
that  number  is  that  it’s  one  more  than 
President  Bush  has  committed  for  the  whole 
country.  The  mayor  wanted  to  show  that  if 
the  city  could  commit  itself  to  producing 
more  units  than  the  federal  government,  then 
there’s  something  wrong  with  the  federal 
government. 

The  other  area  is  education.  Kids  need  to 
know  about  AIDS  and  the  prevention  of  HIV 
infection.  There’s  a  whole  lot  of  work  to  be 
done  in  communities  of  color,  and  for 
women  and  children  with  AIDS  and  HIV. 
Those  are  sort  of  the  challenges  in  the  war 
against  AIDS.  Those  are  the  future  battles 
and  present  battles. 

What  other  Issues  do  you  think 
are  particularly  pressing  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians  In  the  city? 

Anti-gay  and  -lesbian  violence  is  a  major 
concern  for  all  of  us.  Anyone  who  lives  in 
this  city  knows  there  is  a  risk  to  being  a  gay 
man  or  a  lesbian.  Although  we  now  have 
civil  rights  protections,  and  there  are  legal 
recourses  to  take  when  we’re  assaulted,  that 
doesn’t  do  much  to  diminish  the 
apprehension  that  people  feel  when  they’re 
walking  on  the  street. 

We  need  to  know,  number  one,  that  if 
somebody  assaults  us  and  we  report  the 
incident  that  the  police  will  take  it  seriously, 
and  I  think  we’ve  made  real  progress  in  that 
area.  Number  two,  when  someone's  taken  to 
court  we  need  to  know  that  it’ll  be  taken 
seriously  and  the  person  will  be  punished  for 
perpetrating  a  crime  of  hate  against  anyone, 
not  just  gays  and  lesbians. 

And  I  think  there’s  a  sensitizing  that  needs 
to  take  place  among  police  and  other 
emergency  workers  to  recognize  not  only  the 
most  brutal  forms  of  violence — that’s  actual. 


physical  assault — but  the  damage  that  takes 
place  when  someone  is  verbally  assaulted 
because  that's  probably  the  most  common 
form  of  gay  bashing.  It  hurts  as  bad,  at  times, 
as  getting  punched  or  kicked.... 

The  mayor  has  been  criticized 
for  not  visiting  the  families  or 
the  partners  of  people  who  have 
been  gay  bashed,  or  visiting 
those  crime  scenes  as  much  as 
he  does  those  of  other  forms  of 
hate  crimes.  Do  you  think  that’s 
an  Important  thing  for  him  to 
do? 

The  mayor  has  been  very  clear  on  the  fact 
that  he  will  not  tolerate  violence  against 
anyone  in  this  city,  and  that  includes  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  As  far  as  actually  visiting 
members  of  families  of  people  who  have 
been  assaulted.  I’m  not  sure,  because  I’m 
new,  how  people  let  the  mayor  know  that  that 
is  happening. ...I  know  that  he’s  concerned 
about  gay  men  and  lesbians  getting  assaulted, 
as  he  is  anybody. 

I  see  it  as  my  job  to  let  him  know  when  an 
incident  takes  place,  what  the  details  are  of 
the  event.  And  I’m  planning  to  keep  him 
informed.  I’m  on  a  beeper  24  hours  a  day, 
and  I’ll  be  asking  the  police  and  emergency 
workers  to  notify  me  when  an  incident  takes 
place,  and  in  turn  I’ll  be  notifying  the  mayor. 

In  general,  do  you  see  your  role 
as  liaison  as  someone  who  just 
communicates  between  the 
lesbian  and  gay  communities 
and  the  mayor,  or  will  you 
advocate  on  anything  In 
particular? 

Well,  it’s  a  tough  job  because  the  mayor 
sees  the  job  as  the  mayor’s  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community;  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  sees  my  job  as  the 
community’s  liaison  to  the  mayor.  I  think  it’s 
a  little  bit  of  both. 

Not  only  do  I  see  my  role  as 
communicating  and  relaying  information 
back  and  forth,  but  I  do  see  it  as — not  so 
much  an  advocacy  role  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community — but  as  a  policy 
development  advisor  role.  I  could  keep  the 
mayor  fully  advised  of  the  issues  as  they 
evolve  in  the  gay  community,  and  present,  as 
best  I  can,  the  rationale  and  the  thinking 
behind  community-based  policy  as  it 
evolves.  So,  in  some  way  I  guess  one  could 
say  that’s  an  advocate.  I  plan  to  make  my 
opinions  known  when  they’re  solicited  and 
maybe  sometimes  when  they’re  not 

Did  you  follow  the  Family 
Protection  Act? 

As  an  average  gay  male,  I  did  my  best.  But 
I  think  it  was  confusing  to  people  in  the 
community.  However,  I’m  pleased  because 
the  issue  of  domestic  partnership  and  the 
components  and  details  of  the  various 
proposals  that  were  both  put  forth  before  the 
city  council  are  on  everybody’s  screen. 
They’re  out  there  on  the  table  and  they’re 
being  discussed.  And  I  think  that  everbody’s 
involved  in  that  discussion — including  policy 
makers  in  the  city — and  that’s  very  positive. 

But  I  didn’t  see  any  broad-based 
unanimous  consensus  in  the  community 
about  what  the  proposals  were  and  what  they 
meant.  I  think  that  what  we  need  to  do  is  to 
continue  the  debate  within  the  community. 
For  example,  although  it  may  be  a  fine  line  I 
think  there’s  an  important  distinction 
between  marriage — the  personal,  spiritual, 
social  implications  of  a  marriage  as  we  know 
it  in  a  traditional  way — and  domestic 
partnership,  which  is  legal  rights  and 
opportunities  and  benefits  people  have  when 
they  are  a  family  unit.  I  think  it’s  important 
to  make  that  distinction.  Because.. .there  is 
certainly  no  consensus  on  marriage  within 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

I  think  there  is  more  consensus  around 
domestic  partnership  rights  to  reasonable 
benefits.  We  need  to  separate  that  stuff  out 
within  the  community  and  be  very  clear 
when  we  go  beyond  our  community  and 
advocate  a  position  so  that  other  folks  in  city 
hall  and  elsewhere  know  what  we’re  talking 
about.  We  also  need  to  build  bridges  with 
other  people  that  we’re  including  in  our 
struggle,  such  as  elderly  people  who  live 
together  and  share  a  household, 
nontraditional  couples,  heterosexuals  that 
aren’t  married.  I  think  we  need  to  build  more 
bridges  outside  our  community. 

The  mayor  was  criticized  for 
being  silent  on  the  Issue.  Some 
who  were  advocating  for  the 

Continued  on  page  6 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

BOSTON — The  seat  of  Bernard  Cardinal 
Law’s  ministry  became  the  site  of  the 
weddings  of  more  than  twenty  lesbian  and 
gay  male  couples,  at  an  Aug.  15 
demonstration  to  celebrate — and  create 
visibility  for — gay  and  lesbian  relationships. 
The  event,  organized  by  Queer 
Nation/Boston  and  held  in  front  of  the 
Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Cross  in  the  city’s 
South  End,  was  also  an  opportunity  to  attack 
the  Catholic  hierarchy’s  attempts  to  derail 
gay  and  lesbian  rights. 

Rev.  Dani  Mauronicles,  who  presided  over 
the  ceremonies,  told  a  crowd  of  more  than 
350,  “Unlike  heterosexuals,  our  relationships 
are  not  recognized  by  most  religious 
institutions  or  given  the  same  benefits  under 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  We  intend  to 
change  all  that.”  she  said.  “We  stand  here 
today  because  Cardinal  Law’s  Catholic 
Church  is  one  of  the  most  outspoken  of  these 
churches.” 

The  archdiocese  of  Boston  issued  a 
statement  the  day  of  the  demonstration, 
condemning  it  as  an  “anti-Catholic 
homosexual  hate  rally.”  Police  barricaded  the 
steps  to  the  cathedral  to  limit  the  event  to  the 
sidewalk  and  street  in  front  of  it.  According 
to  one  of  the  wedding’s  participants,  the 
cathedral’s  high  mass,  scheduled  for  12  noon, 
was  cancelled. 

Mavronicles,  who  is  a  non-denominational 
Christian  minister,  added  that  the  wedding 
was  “a  joyous  celebration  of  love,  but 
because  of  heterosexism  it’s  also  a  political 
statement.”  The  ceremony  itself  incorporated 
some  pagan  traditions,  elements  of  which, 
Mavronicles  said,  can  be  found  in  many 
modem-day  religions. 

The  couples,  who  exchanged  vows  to  love 
and  respect  each  other  in  sickness  and  in 
health,  for  richer  or  for  poorer  as  long  as  they 
both  shall  love  expressed  a  variety  of  reasons 
for  participating.  Among  the  reasons  were 
the  desire  to  create  lesbian  and  gay  visibility, 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  display 
affection  in  public,  renew  marriage  vows 
taken  previously,  advocate  for  state 
recognition  of  gay  and  lesbian  marriages, 
express  anger  at  homophobic  lawmakers  and 
church  leaders  and  simply  to  have  a  good 
time. 

Jennie  Rathbun  told  GCN  that  she  and  her 
lover  Margaret  Fennell  wanted  to  celebrate 
their  union  because  “there  are  few  occasions 
when  we’re  allowed  to  show  our  affection  in 
public.”  The  last  occasion,  she  said,  was  last 
June  at  the  city’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
celebration.  “I’d  like  to  do  it  every  day,  like 
heterosexuals,”  she  said,  adding  that  she  and 
Fennell  have  lived  together  for  three  years 
and  known  each  other  for  six.  The  two 
women  said  that  if  lesbians  could  legally 
marry,  they  would  do  so. 

Donald  Moritz  and  Michael  Coletti  had  the 
word  “lover”  struck  from  their  vows,  and 
engaged  in  the  ceremony  because  they  were 
“embarking  on  a  new  friendship,”  according 
to  Moritz.  “We  thought  it  was  a  good  way  to 
get  it  started,”  he  said,  adding,  “I  proposed  to 
him  on  the  phone  this  morning.”  The  two 
men  told  GCN  that  for  the  time  being  they 
were  just  friends.  The  vows,  written  by 
Queer  Nation  activists  and  read  by  each 
couple  individually,  allowed  the  participants 
to  choose  the  words,  “friend,”  “lover,”  or 
“companion,”  to  describe  their  relationships. 

One  member  of  a  lesbian  couple  wrote  her 
own  vows.  Ren  lender,  who  married  Ellen 
Wong,  submitted  a  statement  that  was  read 
by  Mavronicles  and  said  in  part:  “I  take  this 
vow  in  celebration  of  family — the  queer 
family  that  we  all  know  and  cherish....  For 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


many  of  us  our  queer  families  are  much  more 
real  than  our  ‘real’  families....  Today  I  am 
taking  Ellen’s  hand — or  whatever  part  of  her 
body  she’ll  give  me — to  show  that  she  has  an 
official,  sanctioned  place  in  my  heart — the 
place  which  all  of  my  ‘real’  family  forgot.” 

Stephen  Brophy,  a  member  of  Queer 
Nation  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
event,  said  that  although  he  enjoys  the 
spontaneity  that  is  the  trademark  of  most 
Queer  Nation  actions,  he  would  like  to  see 
more  intensely  planned  demonstrations  like 
the  wedding.  He  said  it  the  wedding  differed 
from  other  Queer  Nation  visibility  actions  by 
its  involved  organizing  with  other  groups, 
such  as  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays,  a  member  of  which  spoke  at  the 
demonstration. 

Brophy  said  it  is  important  to  realize  that 
there  are  many  ways  to  stage  a 
demonstration.  “There  are  all  different  ways 
you  can  do  it,”  he  told  GCN.  “They  can  be 
happy  and  life-affirming  as  well  as  angry.” 
Referring  to  the  mood  at  the  wedding  he 
said,  “We’re  angry,  certainly,  but  that’s  not 
all  we  are.  We’re  here  because  we’re  lovers.” 

Each  couple — the  ceremony  was  open  to 
blessing  the  relationships  of  groups  of  three 
or  more  but  no  such  group  participated — was 
issued  a  marriage  certificate  and  given  forms 
to  fill  out  and  send  to  the  marriage- 
announcement  sections  of  their  hometown 
newspapers.  They  were  provided  with 
bouquets  of  flowers  and  candy  wedding 
rings.  In  addition  to  the  wedding  ceremony, 
the  event  included  speakers  and  a 
reception/dance  party  with  piped-in  music, 
food  and  beverages.  Brides,  grooms  and 
guests  dressed  in  a  variety  of  styles. 

Audrey  Fischer  and  Sylvia  Sukop, 
Manhattan  residents  who  are  spending  the 
summer  in  Boston,  said  they  viewed  their 
exchange  of  vows  primarily  as  a  way  to  gain 
public  attention  for  lesbian  and  gay 
relationships.  Although  they  said  they  were 
in  favor  of  state  recognition  of  lesbian  and 
gay  marriages,  Sukop  told  GCN  before  the 
event,  “We  don’t  believe  in  marriage  per  se; 
we’re  participating  in  this  as  a  political 
performance....  I  think  it’s  a  good  media 
event.”  She  added  that  the  demonstration 
served  to  communicate  the  validity  of  lesbian 
and  gay  relationships  because  “the  straight 
community  understands  marriage.” 

The  couple,  who  have  been  together  for  a 
year  and  a  half,  said  the  vows  they  were  to 
exchange  did  not  amount  to  their 
commitment  ceremony  and  that  a  major 
motive  for  their  participation  was  to  have 
fun.  “When  else  could  I  wear  this  outfit?" 
asked  Fischer,  who  was  wearing  a  strapless 
black  taffeta  cocktail  dress  and  a  hat  made 
out  of  a  bronzed  bra. 

One  man  who  attended  the  demonstration 
was  primarily  concerned  with  the  gay 
marriage  bill,  for  which  some  local  lesbian 
and  gay  groups  are  lobbying  the  state 
legislature.  The  man,  Joe  Giblin  of 
Cambridge,  said  his  lover  is  English  and  was 
sent  back  to  Great  Britain  when  his 
temporary  visa  expired  on  Aug  6.  “We 
couldn’t  get  married  to  gain  recognition  as  a 
legal  couple,”  he  told  GCN.  He  said  that  if  he 
and  his  lover  could  legally  marry,  they  would 
in  order  to  gain  citizenship  for  his  lover. 

Of  the  possibility  of  arranging  for  his 
lover  to  marry  a  woman  to  stay  in  the  U.S., 
Giblin  said,  “The  [Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service]  has  picked  up  on  that 
scam  ...  and  we  didn’t  want  to  do  it.”  He 
stated  that  when  his  lover  comes  back  in 
September  with  another  temporary  visa. 

Continued  on  page  7 
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Commity  Voices 


Business  Manager 

Responsible  for  financial  management 
using  computerized  accounting  system,  for 
accounts  payable  and  receivable,  staff 
payroll  and  generating  regular  financial 
reports.  Perform  general  office 
management  tasks.  Develop  and  maintain 
bookstore  sales  and  bookstore  accounts. 
Negotiate  and  maintain  longterm  exchange 
advertisement  contracts.  Act  as  one  of  two 
staff  liaisons  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

This  position  will  work  closely  with  the 
development  coordinator  on  long-range 
financial  planning  and  developing  annual 
budgets. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative  and 
financial  skills  and  experience.  Experience 
with  non-profit  management  or  bookkeeping 
preferred.  Strong  interpersonal  and  group 
meeting  skills. 

Deadline  for  applications: 

September?,  1991 

Development  Coordinator 

Responsible  for  fundraising  including  grant 
writing  and  events  planning.  Act  as  liaison 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Sustainer 
Committee.  With  promotions  coordinator, 
develop  and  implement  direct  mail 
fundraising  campaigns.  Work  with  business 
manager  on  long  term  financial  planning. 
Responsible  for  preparing  and  presenting 
annual  report  Position  also  includes  public 
relations  work,  community  outreach  and 
coordinating  volunteer  and  intern 
programs. 

Qualifications:  Fundraising  and  grant 
writing  experience.  Strong  writing, 
organizational  and  public  relations  skills 

Deadline  for  applications: 

September  7, 1991 

Word  Processor 

Temporary  (3-6  mos.).  parttime  postion 
Responsible  for  coordinating  word 
processing  of  all  articles  for  paper  as  well 
as  classified  advertisement  pages.  This 
temporary  parttime  position,  paid  at  hourly 
rate  ($10  per  hour.),  would  not  include 
collective  responsibihtes  nor  collective 
benefits  outlined  below 

Qualifications:  Typing  65-plus  words  per 
minute  familiarity  with  computers 
(Microsoft  Word  and  Quark  Xpress 
software) 

Deadline  for  applications: 

September?.  1991 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require 
commitments  to  lesbian  gay  liberation, 
feminism  anti-racism  an  awareness  of 
class  issues  and  collective  decision¬ 
making 

Salary  Benefits  All  positions  pay 
S230  week  and  include  health  life 
insurance  through  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks 
paid  vacation  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  tor  innovation 

To  apply  Please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee.  62 
Berkeley  St  Boston  MA  02116 
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The  real  enemies  of 
humanity  are  here 
at  home 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  responding  to  Allen  Young’s  letter  to 
the  editor  (June  30- July  6)  concerning  two 
articles  I  wrote  for  GCN  about  my 
experiences  in  Cuba.  The  gist  of  Mr.  Young’s 
letter  is  that  I  am  a  commie  dupe  and  the 
Cubans  who  shared  their  opinions  and 
experiences  with  me  were  simply  lying. 
Furthermore,  Allen  Young  seems  to  believe 
that  he  is  in  a  position  to  speak  for  all  Latin 
Americans  as  he  states:  “The  Cuban 
revolution  was  not  a  harbinger  of  freedom 
for  Latin  Americans  but  rather  an  Orwellian 
nightmare.”  Considering  Mr.  Young  is  not 
Latin  American  and  considering  that  he 
spent  one  week  in  Cuba  twenty  years  ago 
and  has  not  returned  since,  I  find  this 
statement  and  much  of  his  letter  full  of 
arrogant  and  patronizing  generalizations.  My 
articles  about  Cuba  were  based  on  my 
experience,  conversations  with  Cubans  in 
Cuba,  people  living  with  AIDS  in  Cuba  and 
research,  much  of  which  has  been  verified  by 
such  commie  dupes  as  the  World  Health 
Organization  and  other  international 
organizations  and  press.  Mr.  Young 
expresses  outrage  over  censorship  in  Cuba, 
yet  he  suggests  GCN  should  not  even 
published  an  article  such  as  mine,  i.e., 
articles  that  challenge  mainstream  opinion 
on  Cuba.  This  is  a  glaring  contradiction.  Mr. 
Young  makes  many  comparisons  with 
Eastern  Europe.  Cuba  is  not  Eastern  Europe. 
The  Cuban  revolution  stemmed  from  the 
popular  needs  and  desires  of  the  Cuban 
people,  it  was  not  imposed  from  the  outside, 
nor  was  it  imposed  by  a  minority.  Many 
Cubans  expressed  their  outrage  to  me  that 
the  outside  world  has  constantly  tried  to 
dictate  how  they  should  develop.  When 
Cuba  was  “too  close”  to  the  USSR  they  were 
accused  of  being  a  Soviet  puppet,  now  that 
they  are  choosing  the  continue  on  their  own 
path,  rather  than  following  the  example  of 
the  USSR,  they  are  criticized  for  that. 

Mr.  Young  states  that  his  support  for  the 
Cuban  Revolution  came  out  of  “a  rather 
blind  ideological  belief  in  communism.” 
Idealism  often  leads  to  bitter  disappointment 
and  a  sense  of  betrayal.  Human  beings  fulfill 
ideologies,  and  human  beings  are  imperfect. 
I  too  have  been  a  believer  in  socialism  all  my 
life  though  I  am  not  an  idealist.  The  Cuban 
revolution  has  made  many  mistakes,  and 
continues  to  change,  in  many  cases  publicly 
acknowledging  and  changing  the  policies 
that  were  a  result  of  the  mistakes.  When  I 
first  came  out  into  the  “gay  community”  ten 
years  ago,  I  was  (and  still  am)  outraged  at 
the  racism  and  classism  and  sexism  so 
prevalent,  but  it  certainly  did  not  lead  me  to 
conclude  that  I  could  not  support  gay 
liberation.  What  is  most  important  is  the 
ability  to  admit  mistakes  and  rectify  them. 
Recently  I  came  upon  some  information 
about  a  decree  in  Cuba  in  the  early  seventies. 
It  was  issued  by  the  ministry  of  culture  and 
stated  that  all  homosexual  members  of  the 
theatre  throughout  Cuba  must  be  fired.  One 
woman  who  ran  a  theatre  company  in 
Havana  refused.  Because  of  her  example  the 
gay  actors  who  had  been  fired  organized 
themselves  to  fight  the  decree.  They  took 
their  case  to  court  arguing  that  sexuality  was 
no  basis  for  firing  anyone.  Eight  months  later 
all  of  the  gay  actors  were  reinstated  and 
received  full  back  pay.  The  decree  was 
overturned. 

Mr.  Young  states  that  too  much  is  made  of 
Cuba’s  education  system.  He  cites  a  79% 
pre-revolution  literacy  rate  as  proof.  There  is 
a  major  difference  between  bare  literacy  and 
having  access  to  quality  education  at  all 
levels  completely  free  of  charge.  70%  of  the 
schools  in  Cuba  have  been  built  since  the 
revolution.  Cuba  spends  a  larger  percentage 
of  its  budget  on  education  than  it  does  on  the 
military.  I  only  wish  we  could  say  the  same 
for  this  country. 

Mr.  Young  states  that  the  Cubans  sent  to 
Angola  knew  nothing  about  the  facts  of  war 
in  Africa  and  were  given  no  choice  about 
going  to  fight.  I  disagree.  First  of  all,  Cubans 
are  some  of  the  best  informed  people  in  the 
world  when  it  comes  to  politics  and  history. 
Considering  Cuba’s  strong  African  heritage, 
Cuban  people  identify  on  a  very  deep  level 
with  the  struggles  in  Africa,  and  in  particular 
the  struggle  against  Apartheid  and  for 
independence,  which  was  basically  what  the 
struggle  in  Angola  was  about.  As  for  choice, 
Cuban  people  participate  on  a  mass  scale  in 
many  policies  affecting  them,  they  elect 
representatives  by  secret  ballot,  they  have 
the  piower  to  recall  their  representatives  if 
they  don’t  approve  of  what  they  are  doing 
and  on  a  national  level  the  people  participate 
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through  mass  organizations  such  as  the 
Cuban  women’s  association  (FMC), 
neighborhood  committees,  trade  union 
organizations,  etc.  All  of  these  groups  are 
represented  in  the  National  Assembly.  So 
although  choice  for  the  soldiers  in  Cuba  was 
limited  as  it  is  in  every  army  in  the  world,  I 
also  believe  that  Cuban  soldiers  were 
certainly  more  informed  than  most.  The 
fighting  force  in  Angola  consisted  of  mainly 
Cuban  volunteers.  There  were  over  300 
thousand  of  these  internationalist  volunteers. 

Why  not  focus  your  energy  on  the  fact  that 
24-year-old  marine  reservist  Erik  Larsen  is 
facing  a  potential  death  penalty  for  refusing 
to  fight  against  the  Iraqi  people,  and  that 
many  U.S.  military  personal  face  serious 
charges  for  their  choice  not  to  go  to  war  with 
Iraq? 

Lastly,  it  is  not  that  Cuba  holds  out  a 
model  of  perfection  that  is  an  inspiration  to 
other  peoples,  in  particular  Latin  Americans, 
but  rather  the  fact  that  despite  the  blockade 
and  embargo  from  the  U.S.,  Cuba  manages 
to  clothe,  feed  and  educate  its  people — this  is 
no  small  feat.  It  is  also  the  fact  that  from  the 
very  beginning  Cuba  has  been  a  support  in 
very  concrete  ways  for  other  “Third  World” 
nations,  whether  it  is  through  exchanging  the 
wealth  of  medical  information  Cuba  is 
developing,  or  through  sending  donations  of 
blood  and  material  aid  to  countries  hit  by 
natural  disasters,  or  the  many  doctors  and 
teachers  Cuba  has  sent  to  work  throughout 
the  world  (Cuba  has  more  doctors 
volunteering  abroad  than  any  other  country 
per  capita),  Cuba  is  a  country  of  action  and 
not  just  words. 

Considering  the  desperate  situation  of 
people  in  this  country — the  lack  of  health 
care,  education,  jobs,  the  millions  homeless, 
the  crack  epidemic  and  on  and 
on — considering  the  fact  that  a  new  wave  of 
anti-Cuba  hysteria  is  being  generated  by  the 
gay  community’s  great  friend  Jesse  Helms,  I, 
for  one,  see  the  connections  and  believe  we 
must  focus  our  fighting  energy  on  the  real 
enemies  of  humanity  here  at  home. 

LIFT  THE  TRAVEL  BAN! 

END  THE  BLOCKADE! ! ! 

Sonia  de  Vries 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

It’s  time  to 
subscribe  to  GCN 

Dear  GCN  : 

I  just  finished  this  week’s  Bay  Windows 
and  GCN,  and,  for  about  the  hundredth  time, 
I  have  been  appalled  at  Bay  Window’s  sexist, 
racist,  elitist  and  assimilationist  attitude.  And 
I  would  like  to  thank  GCN  for  it’s  efforts  at 
inclusion  and  intelligent  political  analysis. 
So,  you  might  ask,  why  do  I  read  BW1  Well, 
simply,  because  it  is  free  and  available. 
Everywhere,  campuses,  clubs,  etc.,  BW  is 
available,  free. 

Well,  I  decided  that  that  was  no  longer  a 
good  enough  reason  to  support  them,  it’s 
time  to  subscribe  to  GCN.  So  I  start  flipping 
through  the  pages  looking  for  a  subscription 
form,  and  I  can’t  find  one.  This  seems  an 
unfortunate  oversight,  since  it  makes  it  much 
more  difficult  to  subscribe.  Well,  I  am 
enclosing  a  donation  anyway,  please  send  me 
subscription  information.  And  I  look  forward 
to  reading  more  about  all  of  this  (and  other) 
country’s  lesbian,  bisexual  and  gay  (and,  of 
course,  queer)  communities. 

Sincerely, 
Rebecca  Kaplan 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Promoting 

homosexuality 

Dear  GCN: 

Enclosed  is  a  poem  I  wrote  called  “The 
Plan,"  it  is  so  true  of  the  administration  here 
in  Florida.  Also,  a  drawing  of  how  the 
administration  here  tries  to  hold  us  down. 

I’m  very  unhappy  to  report  that  Braward 
Correctional  facility  has  barred  GCN  from 
us  inmates.  They  said  it  promotes 
homosexuality  and  is  a  negative  force  in  our 
lives.  In  reality,  it  exposes  their  shit  and  they 
don’t  like  it 

But,  yours  truly  is  back  on  the  scene  and 
the  Militant  Midget  is  about  to  strike!  I  only 
pray  that  this  makes  it  to  you  in  time  to  print 
in  your  next  issue.  I  requested  $20  be  sent  as 
a  donation  but  it  was  denied.  I  did  try.  Sorry. 
Please  do  not  use  my  committed  name. 

Back  on  the  scene,  dudes  and  dudettes! ! ! 

The  Militant  Midget 
Braward  Correctional  Facility,  Flor. 

Solidarity  makes 
liberation  possible 

Dear  GCN  : 

I  have  just  recently  returned  to  the  United 
States  after  spending  most  of  my  summer 


GajConiiimilj  Alevs 


Gay  Community  News  Is  produced  by  a 
collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of 
events  and  news  In  the  Interest  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Iberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a 
paid  staff  of  ten.  a  general  membership  of 
volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors  elected 
by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  In  "editorials"  represent  the 
views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters 
and  columns  represent  the  views  and  opinions  of 
the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to 
send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  Information, 
and  to  volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  In  alphabetical 
order  by  primary  tltle/functlon 

(*  Indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective) 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Colleen  Trlxl  Burke* 
Classified:  Rebecca  Lavlne* 

ART  A  PRODUCTION 

Art  Director:  Adrlanna  Alty* 

Paste-up:  Linda  Ready 
Freelance:  Alison  Bechdel.Noreen  Stevens, 
Proofreaders:  Marjorie  Bryer.  Jan  Fielding, 
Gordon  Gottlieb,  Jim  Kiely,  Rob  Krikorian, 
Read  Weaver 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Nell  Cronin,  Kay  Diaz,  Phil  Harper,  Jim  Kiely,  Ellle 
Margolls,  Laura  Pierce,  Linda  Ready,  Julie  Rloux 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinator:  Dawn  Schmitz* 

Data  Entry:  Valun  Tsai 
Staff:  Patrick  Cain,  Raymond  Hopkins, 

Ronn  Jackson,  William  Newton,  Warren 
Patterson,  Whitt  Pond,  Jacob  Smith  Yang, 

Bill  Sweet,  Sand!  Warren 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen,  John  Hosken 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Gloria's  Trucking 
Bulk  Distribution  S  Pizza  Sustainer:  Ray  Hopkins 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editor:  Christopher  Wittke* 

Calendar  Editor:  Adrlanna  Alty* 
Calendar  Coordinator:  Norm  Aleks 
Staff:  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan,  Adrlanna  Alty, 
Walta  Borawski,  Michael  Bronskl,  Cheryl  Clarke, 
Susie  Day, Carrie  Dearborn.  Jim  Fauntleroy, 
Ayofeml  Folayan,  Caroline  Foty,  Liz  Galst,  Diane 
Hamer,  Phil  Harper,  Essex  Hemphill,  Monica 
Hlleman.Terri  Jewell,  John  Kyper,  Alisa  Lebow, 
Mara  Math,  Duncan  Mitchel,  Marea  Murray.  Jon 
David  Nalley,  Laura  Pierce.  Elizabeth  Plncus, Steve 
Rose,  Patricia  A.  Roth,  Charley  Shively,  Tatianna 
Schrteber,  Marc  Stein,  Donald  Stone, 

Malda  Tilchen,  Tim  Walton 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Trlxl  Burke,  Jim  Fauntieroy,  Lenny  Goldstein, 

INDEXER 

Charles  Ash 

NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Reporter:  Dawn  Schmitz*, 

Staff:  Marjorie  Bryer,  Ed  Boyce.  Gunther  Freehlll, 
Mike  Friedman,  Judy  Gerber,  John  Hubert, 
Stephen  Hunt,  John  Kyper,  Kendall  Lovett, 
Chip  Mitchell,  David  Morris,  Steve  Rose, 
Susan  Schmitz,  Deborah  Schwartz, 

Jacob  Smith  Yang,  John  Zeh 

PRISONER  PROJECT 

Coordinator:  Mike  Riegle 
Staff:  Bill  Andriette,  Brian  Flynn, 

Rob  Krikorian,  Stephanie  Poggi, 

Tlyo  Attallah  Salah-EI,  Tatiana  Schrelber 

PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE 

Adrianna  Alty,  Michael  Bronski, 

Phil  Harper,  Ellle  Margolls,  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

PHOTOORAPHERS 

Susan  Flelschmann,  Marilyn  Humphries, 
Debbie  Rich,  RINK.  Lisa  Sette,  Ellen  Shub, 
Chuck  Stallard,  Laura  Wulf 

PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinator:  Lenny  Goldstein* 

SUSTAINER  COMMITTEE 

Gordon  Gottlieb.  Shelley  Mains, 
Stephanie  Poggi.  Nancy  Wechsler 

TYPESETTINO 

Typesetter:  Rebecca  Lavlne* 


Bromfleld  Street  Educational  Foundation.  Inc., 
ail  rights  reserved.  Reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  A/ewe  Is  published  weekly 
(except  for  the  last  week  of  April,  August  and 
December),  by  the  Bromfleld  Street  Educational 
Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profl.  tax-exempt 
corporation.  Our  office  Is  located  at  62  Berkeley 
Street.  Boston,  MA  02116.  (617)  426-4469.  (617) 
426-2723  (FAX),  (617)  426-0332  (TTY/TDD). 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston.  Mass. 
Annual  subscription  rate  for  Individuals  Is  $30. 
Institutional  rale:  $56.  ISSN:  (0147-0720]. 

Member  Gay  and  Lesbian  Press  Association, 
New  England  Press  Association,  Reporters 
Committee  for  Freedom  of  the  Press.  COSMEP. 
GCN  Is  Included  In  the  Alematfve  Press  Index, 
published  quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press 
Center,  Inc.,  Box  33109,  Baltimore.  MO  21210. 
Volumes  1-15  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm 
lor  $40/ volume,  $550 complete  set.  Writ 
GC  N/Microfilm  for  more  Information. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to: 
Gay  Community  Nows.  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


studying  abroad  in  Avignon,  France.  Before 
leaving,  I  felt  completely  drained  of  all  my 
activist  energies.  I  saw  sexism,  racism  and 
homophobia  written  on  all  the  walls  of  the 
"liberal”  academic  institution  where  I  had 
spent  my  previous  four  years  (Clark 
University).  I  wanted  to  escape  into  another 
world  where  such  social  intolerance  would 
not  be  so  blatantly  evident.  So  I  went  off  to 
France  expecting  to  experience  a  more 
tolerant  culture  and  society.  I  had  read  a  few 
feminist  pieces  written  by  French  women 
and  believed  that  for  a  few  weeks  my  mind 
might  be  free  from  constantly  thinking  about 
how  sex,  gender  and  sexuality  have  been 
used  and  manipulated  to  maintain  an 
oppressive  system  of  domination. 

Unfortunately,  what  I  spent  most  of  my 
time  learning  about,  confronting  and 
resisting  was  sexism  and  homophobia. 
However,  I  didn’t  experience  this  on  the  part 
of  the  French  but  on  the  other  American 
students.  I  was  studying  with  a  group  of 
twenty-five  other  American  women  and 
men.  After  the  first  few  days,  I  became 
horrified  at  just  how  fascist  their  viewpoints 
were.  I  have  never  met  such  a  group  of 
blatantly  oppressive  individuals  in  all  my 
days  in  Massachusetts  as  an  undergraduate. 
For  instance,  while  I  was  there  I  never  heard 
the  word  “woman”  used  to  describe  the 
female  students,  we  were  merely  girls.  Many 
of  the  women  even  told  me  that  they  did  not 
understand  why  women’s  centers  were  on 
university  campuses...  “What  do  those 
women  talk  about,  tampons?”  Unfortunately, 
this  was  only  the  beginning  of  a  long  line  of 
appallingly  ignorant  statements  I  was  about 
to  be  bombarded  with.  I  constantly  witnessed 
the  male  and  female  students  needing  to 
affirm  their  heterosexuality  by  bashing  gays 
and  lesbians  verbally.  One  afternoon,  some 
of  the  women  were  talking  about  rape  and 
one  of  the  women  said,  “Wouldn’t  it  be  the 
worst  to  be  raped  by  a  fag?”  After  hearing 
this,  I  nearly  fainted.  I  could  not  believe  that 
some  of  my  peers  were  really  thinking  like 
this. 

I  don’t  think  I  have  ever  found  myself  in 
such  a  hostile  environment.  I  stood  up  for 
myself  as  best  I  could,  but  it  was  clearly  a 
losing  battle.  It  did  not  help  that  all  of  the 
professors  were  completely  male-identified 
and  quite  misogynistic.  In  fact,  I  took  a 
contemporary  history  course  where  women, 
one  half  of  the  population,  were  only 
mentioned  once.  I  realized  what  it  was  like  I 
think  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  to  be 
“alone,”  not  to  have  a  women’s  or  a 
gay /lesbian  network  to  fall  back  on.  I  never 
before  had  so  many  individuals  tell  me  that 
structural  discrimination  based  on  race, 
class,  gender,  sexuality.. .did  not  exist.  I 
began  to  believe  for  an  instant  that  maybe 
the  world  I  had  emerged  from  was  only  in 
my  imagination.  I  experienced  what  it  was 
like  to  be  alone  while  trying  to  raise 
questions  that  would  expose  the  oppressive 
nature  of  both  the  thinking  of  my  peers  and 
my  instructors. 

My  study  abroad  may  not  have  been  an 
empowering  experience,  but  for  several 
reasons  it  has  revitalized  me  to  take  action.  It 
is  this  experience  that  makes  me  realize  how 
much  strength  and  determination  it  took  on 
the  part  of  those  who  first  began  to  ask 
questions  about  sex,  gender,  race,  class  and 
sexuality  that  I  tend  to  take  for  granted  as 
“givens.”  I  realize  more  than  ever  before 
how  much  work  and  how  much  hatred 
against  us  remains  to  be  confronted  and  how 
urgent  the  situation  is.  I  also  realize  that  it  is 
not  one  voice  alone  that  makes  change 
happen,  it  is  all  of  our  voices  together  in 
solidarity  that  makes  liberation  possible.  I 
would  like  to  thank  GCN  and  all  those  who 
have  worked  hard  to  create  such  a 
“community,”  a  safe  space  to  raise  our 
voices  to  demand  changes  be  made.  Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 
Heather  McNeely 
Akron,  Ohio 

Protesting  Gertner 

Dear  GCN: 

As  one  of  the  organizers  of  a  protest 
covered  in  your  August  4-10  issue 
(“Feminist  lawyer  denounced  for  weakening 
rape  shield  law”),  I  want  first  of  all  to  thank 
you  for  bringing  our  concerns  to  the 
attention  of  the  community.  I  continue  to 
question  why  feminists  within  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  (CLUM)  who 
organized  the  “Justice  for  Women”  forum 
chose  to  share  their  stage  with  Nancy 
Gertner.  It  is  true  that  Gertner  is  an  attorney 
who  has  vigorously  defended  women  on 
occasion,  and  perhaps  that  accounts  for  the 


_ S peaking  Out 

Making  the  connections: 
AIDS  and  Abortion  Rights 


By  Venelta  Porter 

The  recent  Supreme  Court  decision 
upholding  the  1988  Title  X  gag  rule  (see 
GCN,  June  2-8, 1991)  has  major  implications 
for  the  AIDS  movement  on  the  issues  of 
censorship  and  access  to  health  care. 
Unfortunately,  people  tend  to  get  activated 
by  single-issue  agendas,  and  the  most 
obvious  issue  behind  the  Title  X  decision  is 
access  to  abortion  and  abortion  information. 
In  fact,  the  decision  will  make  it  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  some  women 
to  get  abortions.  Because  of  this,  most  of  the 
press  about  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  has 
focused  on  abortion,  and  the  activist  response 
to  the  decision  has  also  been  specifically 
about  abortion,  since  that’s  the  fastest  way  to 
get  people  involved. 

For  lesbians  and  bisexual  women,  the 
abortion  issue  is  fucking  scary.  It’s  not  just 
about  those  millions  of  poor  and  working- 
class  heterosexual  women  who  may  need 
abortion  as  their  choice.  It’s  also  about  us, 
our  acquaintances  who  on  occasion  sleep 
with  men,  or  our  lovers  who  have  been 
raped.  But  for  many  gay  and  bisexual  men, 
access  to  abortion  and  abortion  information 
seems  pretty  far  removed  from  their  needs  in 
toms  of  health  care,  or  their  list  of  demands 
in  ternis  of  activism.  The  reality  is,  however, 
that  no  policy  is  made  in  isolation,  and  the 
Title  X  ruling  has  cleared  the  path  for  other 
reprehensible  decisions  in  related  fields, 
particularly  AIDS  education  and  care.  For 
the  success  of  both  movements,  it  is 
imperative  that  we  recognize  that  the  agendas 
around  AIDS  and  women’s  reproductive 
rights  are  closely  interconnected. 

In  part,  the  Title  X  regulations  are  about 
two-tiered  health  care,  which,  as  AIDS 
activists,  we’ve  been  avoiding  for  a  long 
time.  We’ve  been  opposing  mandatory  HIV 
testing  because  of  the  fear  that  it  would 
create  two  classes  of  people — positive  and 
negative— -and  result  in  a  caste  system  in 
terms  of  access  to  health  care.  With  the  Title 
X  ruling,  we’re  already  looking  at  such  a 
caste  system.  Women  who  have  money  and 
women  who  don’t  will  get  radically  different 
information  about  their  health  care  options. 
Many  women  will  get  no  information  about 
the  option  of  abortion  because  they  happen  to 
fall  into  a  class  of  people  that  has  access  to 
federal  funds.  Basically,  the  Title  X 
regulations  say:  “If  you  can  pay  for  it,  you 
can  get  the  information.  But  if  we  pay  for  it, 
as  the  feds,  you  can’t  get  any  information 
because  we  don’t  want  you  to  know,  because 
we  don’t  think  abortion  is  an  acceptable 
option.” 

So  with  Title  X  we  are  creating  a  health 


care  system  that  is  indeed  ready  to  separate 
people  into  classes  and  deal  with  them  in  two 
completely  different  ways.  This  can  easily 
lead  to  similar  situations,  such  as,  say,  a 
decision  that  working-poor  people  dependent 
on  federal  health  care  money  who  happen  to 
be  substance  users  and  HIV  positive  have 
rights  to  only  certain  kinds  of  information 
and  certain  kinds  of  drug  trials.  Of  course,  if 
people  can  pay  for  it,  maybe  they  have  rights 
to  more. 

The  Supreme  Court,  with  its  Title  X  ruling, 
has  shown  it  will  support  the  federal 
government  making  certain  freedoms — like 
the  freedom  of  speech  between  a  doctor  and 
patient — dependent  on  a  citizen’s  ability  to 
pay  for  it.  And  the  government  has  clearly 
shown  its  interest  in  using  restrictions  on 
federal  funds  as  a  way  to  force  the  lifestyle 
and  personal  decision-making  preferences  of 
those  in  power  onto  marginalized 
communities. 

Because  of  his  repulsion  over  some  little 
AIDS -education  comic  book.  Senator  Jesse 
Helms,  with  a  provision  he  attached  to  a 
fiscal  year  1988  appropriations  bill,  single- 
handedly  made  it  impossible  to  use  federal 
money  for  any  printed  material  about 
homosexuality  or  homosexual  acts.  That  is  a 
very  clear  parallel  to  the  Title  X  restrictions 
making  it  impossible  to  use  federal  funds  for 
even  talking  about  abortion.  So  what  will  be 
the  next  level  of  restriction  on  AIDS 
information?  I  think  more  censorship  is 
definitely  down  the  line,  and  not  that  far 
down  the  line  either. 

Also,  AIDS  activists  need  to  pay  very 
close  attention  to  what  happens  with  the  Title 
X  restriction  and  how  it  gets  enforced. 
Because  if  it’s  federally  enforceable,  it’s 
going  to  be  very  scary.  If  you  can  go  and 
check  on  family  planning  clinics  to  make 
sure  they’re  not  giving  out  any  information 
about  abortions,  imagine  what  kinds  of 
constraints  you  could  put  on  AIDS 
organizations  about  what  kind  of  information 
they  give  out — especially  when  we’re  talking 
about  needle  exchange  or  any  kind  of  graphic 
sexual  information. 

I  think  abortion  and  AIDS  workers  and 
activists  have  to  be  much  more  closely 
aligned.  Because  what  affects  women  is  the 
testing  ground,  often,  for  what  is  going  to 
affect  AIDS  and  health  policy.  I  would  like  to 
see  more  men,  more  AIDS  activists,  actively 
involved  in  at  least  being  able  to  see  the 
parallels. 

And  the  parallels  don’t  stop  there.  We 
finally  got  Sullivan  to  lift  the  ban  on 
foreigners  with  HIV  entering  the  U.S. — a  ban 
with  a  basis  in  prejudice  and  politics,  not  in 


national  health  concerns — but  the  Bush 
administration  has  said  it  will  “temporarily” 
shelve  the  plan.  Bush  has  also  said  he’ll  veto 
any  civil  rights  bill  that  looks  like  a  quota. 
And  Bush  has  said  he  will  veto  any 
Congressional  overturn  of  the  Title  X  ruling. 
All  these  issues  have  to  do  with  people  who 
are  marginalized — women,  people  of  color 
and  people  who  are  affected  with  HIV.  There 
has  been  a  very  clear  message  this  year  that 
marginalized  populations  don’t  have  a  song 
in  hell  to  get  any  legislation  benefiting  them 
through  the  political  system. 

Civil  rights,  AIDS  rights  and  women’s 
rights  could  be  a  very,  very  powerful  triangle, 
yet  I  don’t  see  a  whole  lot  of  mixture  or 
support  among  that  triangle.  I  think  that’s 
dangerous.  Not  to  be  goody-two-shoes- 
global,  but  the  more  we’re  divided,  the  more 
we  have  to  lose.  Our  political  agendas  are 
enriched  by  our  involvement  with  others. 

I  know  it’s  very  hard.  When  you’ve  got 
HTV  and  you’ve  got  a  limited  amount  of  time 
and  energy,  you’re  going  to  fight  for  what’s 
on  your  plate.  But  for  those  of  us  who  are 
healthy  and  those  of  us  who  have  the  ability 
to  see  the  wider  picture,  it’s  very  important  to 
share  those  agendas. 

This  doesn’t  mean  you  have  to  devote  your 
life  to  somebody  else’s  cause,  but  it  does 
mean  you  have  to  show  up  to  other  people’s 
picket  lines  or  other  people’s  rallies,  or  offer 
to  help  in  another  cause,  whether  it’s  by 
stuffing  envelopes  or  giving  out  buttons  or 
publicly  making  a  statement  like,  “I’m 
another  man  who  supports  a  woman’s  right 
to  have  an  abortion.”  That’s  as  simple  as  it 
gets. 

San  Francisco  got  thousands  and 
thousands  of  people  out  against  the  war.  We 
had  the  biggest  demonstrations  anywhere  in 
the  nation.  It’s  very  important  that 
demonstrations  and  activity  of  that  size  and 
that  passion  be  seen  in  reaction  to  the  Title  X 
ruling.  I  want  people  to  be  on  the  phone  to 
their  congresspeople  and  their 
representatives,  saying  this  is  not  OK  and 
demanding  to  know  what  your  state  is  going 
to  do  about  it.  It’s  what  we  would  do  if  they 
decided  they  were  going  to  test  everybody  in 
California.  Does  our  lack  of  ability  to  make 
these  connections  mean  we  have  to  wait  until 
we  see  AIDS  obits  on  one  side  and  illegal 
abortion  obits  on  the  other? 

This  speaking  out  was  excerpted  from  an 
interview  by  Lousie  Sloan.  Veneita  Porter 
works  at  Planned  Parenthood  in  San 
Francisco. 


fierce  loyalty  exhibited  by  some  of  her 
clients  as  well  as  some  of  her  sister  attorneys 
(see,  for  example,  Jan  Planter's  letter  in  Vol. 
19,  No.  6)  regardless  of  the  questionability 
of  some  of  her  other  actions. 

However,  Gertner 's  actual  track  record  on 
feminist  issue  has  at  best  been  uneven.  Of 
particular  concern  to  us  was  her  recent 
defense  of  a  convicted  rapist  before  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  Stockhammer  v. 
Commonwealth.  Planter's  letter  to  the  editor 
correctly  notes  that  GCN’s  reporter  was  in 
error  in  stating  that  Gertner  represented 
Stockhammer  at  his  original  trial  in  that  case. 
In  fact,  Gertner  told  the  audience  at  the 
CLUM  forum  that  when  he  initially  came  to 
her  (as  the  son  of  friends  of  hers),  she 
referred  him  to  another  attorney,  despite  a 
“gut-feeling”  that  he  was  innocent,  because 
she  had  avoided  rape  cases  up  till  then  on 
principle. 

In  fact,  had  Gertner  simply  defended  an 
accused  rapist  at  trial  because  she  presumed 
him  innocent,  her  actions  would  not  be  cause 
for  grave  concern.  What  makes  her  behavior 
newsworthy  is  precisely  that  she — a  noted 
feminist  attorney — decided  to  be  the  one  to 
appeal  this  case  at  a  time  when  “date  rape”  is 
such  a  hot  issue,  and  that  the  particular 
arguments  she  chose  to  make  on  her 
defendant’s  behalf  paved  the  way  for  a 
dangerous  legal  precedent  that  has  alarmed 
anti-rape  activists  and  all  people  who  believe 
in  our  right  to  therapist/client  confidentiality. 
I  can  only  believe  that  two  smart  lawyers 
like  Gertner  and  Platner  are  being 
disingenuous  in  claiming  that  Gertner  could 
have  been  unaware  of  the  stakes  involved 
when  she  presented  the  court  (and  the  media) 
with  such  an  argument. 


Unfortunately,  I’ve  been  unable  to  read 
Gertner ’s  brief.  (Despite  a  month  of  repeated 
attempts,  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  a  copy 
from  her  office.)  But  both  the  text  of  the 
justices’  decision  and  statements  made  by 
Gertner  indicate  that  she  did  indeed  argue  in 
favor  of  eroding  protections  provided  to  rape 
victims.  On  National  Public  Radio,  Gertner 
called  this  a  great  victory  for  defendants’ 
rights.  In  a  letter  to  the  Boston  Globe  that 
was  circulated  by  CLUM  at  the  Forum, 
Gertner  states,  “In  the  past  ten  years  we  have 
begun  to  redress  a  terrible  bias  against  rape 
victims  in  general,  and  date  rape  victims  in 
particular....  But  just  because  the  legal 
system  moved  away  from  the  view  that  all 
date  rape  accusations  are  contrived  does  not 
mean  that  it  must  move  to  a  view  that  says 
none  are  contrived.  Just  because  we  have 
stopped  singling  out  rape  victims  for 
especially  harsh  treatment,  does  not  mean 
that  we  should  single  them  out  for  special 
leniency.” 

Many  of  us  in  the  anti -violence  movement 
are  keenly  aware  of  how  little  has  actually 
been  done  in  the  past  ten  years  either  in  the 
courts  or  society  at  large  to  actually  “redress 
biases”  or  stop  especially  harsh  treatment”  of 
rape  survivors.  Given  this  political  reality,  we 
find  Gertner’s  involvement  in  this  case  and  her 
rationale  for  it  appalling. 

As  was  hopefully  made  clear  in  the  leaflets 
we  distributed  at  the  event,  our  protest  was 
directed  at  Gertner’s  presence  but  not  at  the 
CLUM  event  itself.  It’s  unfortunate  that  GCN's 
news  coverage  focused  entirely  on  our  protest, 
failing  to  acknowledge  the  substance  of  an 
event  that  was  newsworthy  in  its  own  right, 
bringing  together  an  inspiringly  large  crowd  of 
people  interested  in  fighting  back  against  sex 


discrimination  at  the  workplace  and  the  erosion 
of  reproductive  rights. 

Pam  Mitchell 
Cambridge,  Mass. 


CORRECTION 

Due  to  a  production  error,  a  word  was 
altered  in  a  letter  from  Marcia  Deihl,  in 
Vol.  19,  No.  5,  that  significantly  changed 
the  meaning  of  the  paragraph.  The  text 
should  have  read: 

We  have  been  blamed  for 
spreading  AIDS  to  "innocent” 
straight  people  in  the  heterosexual 
world,  and  to  “innocent  women” 
in  the  lesbian  world.  The  HIV 
virus  is  not  a  moral  issue,  as 
anyone  in  the  queer  community 
should  well  know.  Such 
scapegoating  is  mindless 
prejudice,  since  AIDS  educators 
agree  that  “It’s  not  who  you  do, 
it’s  what  you  do”  that  spreads  the 
virus.  The  young,  who  indulge  in 
bisexual  and  homosexual 
behavior,  but  maintain  a  straight 
identity,  are  especially  at  risk.  The 
point  is  not  to  blame  the  victim, 
or  even  bring  them  “out  of  the 
closet,”  but  to  erase  the 
institutionalized  punishing  stigma 
of  homophobia  and  biphobia. 

Once  again,  “Silence  (about 
bisexual  behavior)  equals  death.” 

GCN  regrets  the  error. 
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Liaison 

Continued  from  page  3 

Family  Protection  Act  felt  as  If 
his  lack  of  endorsement  killed 
It.  How  do  you  see  the  role  of  a 
liaison  In  that  kind  of  a 
situation?  Is  there  anything  you 
think  you  could  have  done? 

It’s  hard  to  say,  because  I  don’t  know  what 
discussions  were  held  between  Councilor 
[David]  Scondras  and  the  mayor.... I  know 
that  as  this  debate  continues — and  I  know 
it’s  an  issue  that  is  not  going  away — I  plan  to 
keep  the  mayor  fully  advised,  and  to  help 
involve  more  people  the  in  discussion  where 
I  can. 

Do  you  think  you  would 
encourage  him  to  make  more 
public  statements  about  these 
kinds  of  things? 

I  think  the  mayor  will  be  more  visible  on 
issues  that  are  important  to  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  general.  He  has  an  outstanding 
record,  probably  better  than  any  incumbent 
mayor  in  the  country  on  a  whole  range  of 
issues,  from  AIDS  to  civil  rights  to  including 
people  in  his  administration  who  are  openly 
gay  or  lesbian.  So  the  commitment  is  there. 
One  thing  that  we  always  have  to  be  cautious 
about  is  the  old  adage  “familiarity  breeds 
contempt.”  I  think  that  there  is  a  little  bit  of 
that  in  our  commmunity  because  the  mayor 
has  been  there  for  us  time  and  time  again. 
Maybe  we’re  so  comfortable  with  him  that 
we  take  Mayor  Flynn  for  granted.  I  think  we 
as  a  community  need  to  acknowledge  his 
contributions. 

But  we  also  need  to  keep  things  fresh. 
The  mayor  is  certainly  interested,  I  think,  in 
meeting  new  people  within  the  community, 
younger  people.  There’s  a  sort  of  shift  in 
leadership  that  comes  around  every  few 
years  and  I  think  it’s  important  for  the 
administration  always  to  be  in  touch  with 
whoever  the  new  players  on  the  team  are, 
and  what  their  issues  are  as  they  evolve.  I 
think  that  kind  of  commitment  to  a 
continuing  dialogue  that  doesn’t  get  stale  but 
stays  fresh  is  the  answer  to  working  out 
issues  as  they  evolve  over  the  next  couple  of 
years. 

Do  you  feel  the  right  to  abortion 
Is  a  gay  and  lesbian  Issue,  one 
that  you  will  act  on  In  your  role 
as  liaison? 

I  do  think  it’s  an  important  issue  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  The  mayor’s  position  has 
been  very  clear  all  along  and  I  think  there’s 
been  no  question  as  to  where  he’s  coming 
from.  He  feels  very  strongly  about  abortion; 
he  comes  at  it  from  a  very  deeply-held 
personal,  religious  conviction.  I'm  not  going 
to  change  the  mayor’s  mind  on  that,  nor  do  I 
really  intend  to  try,  based  on  what  I  know 
about  him  and  where  he’s  coming  from. 

On  the  other  hand... my  own  personal 
views  on  abortion  are  very  clear  and  I  just 
don’t  agree  with  him  there.  Neither  do  a  lot 
of  other  people,  including  the  two  women 
who  served  as  liaisons  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  before  me.... 

But  what’s  important  to  point  out  about 
Mayor  Flynn  is  that  in  many  ways  the 
abortion  issue  is  connected  to  health  care 
issues  and  the  access  that  women  who  are  of 
low  or  moderate  income  have  to  services. 
Because  poverty  disproportionately  affects 
minorities,  women  and  children,  I  think  you 
have  to  look  at  what  services  are  available  in 
the  city  of  Boston  and  the  mayor’s 
commitment  to  helping  people  have  access 
to  those  services. 

So  I  don’t  in  any  way  want  to  gloss  over 
the  issue  or  try  to  make  a  case  for  convincing 
people  that  the  mayor's  stand  on  abortion  is 
anything  other  than  what  it  is.  But  what  I  am 
saying  is  that  what's  tied  to  the  abortion 
issue  is  a  whole  range  of  health  care  issues, 
and  I  think  if  you  look  at  the  mayor’s  record 
on  health  care — and  access  to  health  care, 
particularly  for  low-  and  moderate-  income 
women,  particularly  within  the  minority 
community — I  think  you’ll  see  an 
outstanding  record. 

Do  you  think  It's  possible  for 
the  mayor,  even  though  he  Is 
anti-choice,  to  uphold 
Injunctions  against  Operation 
Rescue?  Is  he  able  to  uphold 
the  Injunction  In  a  way  that  the 
National  Organization  for 
Women  In  Boston  has  said  he  Is 
not  now  doing.... 

The  mayor  has  said  that  he  will  uphold  the 
law.  And  right  now  the  law  of  the  land  is  that 
women  should  and  do  have  access  to  safe 
and  legal  abortions  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts.  And  he'U  uphold  that  law. 

You  mentioned  the  fact  that 
both  of  the  people  In  the  liaison 
position  before  you  were 
women.  As  the  first  man  who's 
been  In  this  position  for  a  while, 
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do  you  see  any  special 
connections  you  need  to  make 
with  the  community  that  aren’t 
part  of  your  Inherited  position? 

That’s  an  interesting  way  to  pose  the 
question  because  I  was  thinking  of  it  the 
other  way  around,  which  is  that  I  feel  that 
many  women  at  this  point  might  be  saying, 
“Hey  I  wonder  how  we’re  going  to  be  able  to 
deal  with  this  gay,  white  man?”  The 
challenge  to  me  is  to  reach  out  to  the  lesbian 
community  and  to  further  challenge  myself 
on  issues  that  are  of  particular  concern  to 
lesbians,  and  I’m  going  to  need  some  help  on 
that.  So,  I’ve  committed  myself  to  reaching 
out  in  a  special  way  to  the  lesbian 
community. 

In  addition,  I  also  would  like  to  reach  out 
to  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color — the 
minority  community — I  think  that’s 
important.  Because,  as  someone  who  goes 
out  to  bars  I  think,  “Where  are  the  people  of 
color?”  My  everyday  experience  is  not  such 
that  I  interact  very  much  with  people  of  color 
who  are  gay  or  lesbian,  and  I  wonder  why  is 
that?  My  friends  with  whom  I  did  work  who 
are  people  of  color,  offered  to  help  me  make 
those  kinds  of  connections  in  reaching  out  to 
peer  groups,  disenfranchised  groups  within 
our  own  disenfranchised  community.  So  I’m 
committed  to  that. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  the  additional 
challenge  is  to  work  with  the  newer  activist 
organizations.  ACT  UP  is  now  becoming  a 
veteran  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
and  Queer  Nation  is  sort  of  the  younger 
sibling.  I  think  they  represent  a  real 
important  course  and  leadership  component 
within  the  gay  and  lesbian  community.  I 
intend  to  meet,  almost  immediately,  with 
people  from  both  those  organizations  to 
discuss  how  we  can  have  a  productive 
dialogue  and  continue  to  work  together  on 
behalf  of  the  community. 

You  anticipated  my  next 
question.  I  was  going  to  ask 
what  relationship  you’ll  have 
with  grassroots  groups. 

It’s  an  open-door  policy.  People  can 
become  hot  tempered  and  get  angry  with  one 
another  on  a  short-term  basis;  but  I’m  not 
really  anticipating  that.  I  can’t  think  of 
anything  that  can  happen  that  would  stop  me 
from  continuing  a  dialogue  with  any 
organization.  And  that  goes  for  Queer  Nation 
and  it  goes  for  the  Log  Cabin  Club,  and 
anybody  in  between  or  outside  of 
those — although  I  can’t  imagine  any  outside 
of  either  end.  But  I’m  committed  to,  even 
when  it  gets  bumpy  sometimes,  keeping  the 
door  open  and  the  dialogue  going.  I  think 
almost  everybody  would  agree  with  that,  that 
you  have  to  keep  talking. 

We  owe  a  tremendous  debt  of  gratitude,  as 
a  community,  to  ACT  UP  for  the  work  that 
they’ve  done  around  the  country.  And  even 
people  who  have  been  zapped  will  be  willing 
to  concur  with  that.  We’re  in  a  battle  and  that 
means  you  use  any  tool  or  mechanism 
available.  It  means  direct  action,  it  means 
education,  it  even  means  cute  little  white 
boys  in  a  tie  like  me  dealing  with  straight 
people.  And  so  long  as  we  can  always  keep 
in  mind  that  we  are  all  fighting  in  our  own 
way,  then  I  think  we  can  have  respect  for  one 
another.  And  that’s  the  key:  to  respect  each 
other  and  our  own  individual  contributions. 

Do  you  think  it’s  the  mayor’s 
role  to  speak  at  Gay  Pride  or 
other  gay  and  lesbian  events? 

He’s  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  city; 
we’re  part  of  the  family  of  Boston.  I’d  like  to 
see  the  mayor  at  community  events,  I’d  like 
to  see  him  out  more.  And  that  is  my  job,  to 
get  him  there. 

Jacob  Smith  Yang  contributed  to  this 
interview. 


Continued  from  page  1 
health  as  a  smokescreen  for  discrimination 
against  people  with  HIV.  “If  they  were 
serious  about  that,  they  wouldn’t  let  any 
smokers  in,"  Kessler  said.  “There  are  many, 
many  more  thousands  of  them.  Health  care 
costs  are  much  higher  than  for  AIDS." 

’Not  necessary?’ 

Openly  gay  Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-Mass.), 
sponsor  of  the  Family  Unity  and 
Employment  Act,  expressed  his 
disappointment  over  the  failure  of  U.S. 
officials  to  rescind  the  discriminatory  policy 
in  time  for  a  Boston  conference  to  be 
planned.  "In  letting  this  immigration  policy 
stand,  the  president  is  giving  in  to  right-wing 
pressure,  despite  scientific  evidence  that 
such  a  policy  will  not  stop  HIV 
transmission,"  Frank  told  GCN.  “The 
president  thinks  keeping  the  right  wing 
happy  is  more  important  than  public  policy." 

Frank  defended  the  decision  by 
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Roner  &  Cain 

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 


Gay  &  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
•  Wills  &  Estate  Planning 
•  Living  Wills  &  Medical  Directives 
Personal  Injury  &  Worker's  Comp  •  Bankruptcy 


One  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1000  TEL  (617)  367-1800 

Boston.  MA  02 108  FAX  (617)  367-4335 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  »  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


AM  TIKVA 


Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 

invites  you  to  join  us  for 

High  Holiday  Services  5752 

Erev  Rosh  Hashanah 

Sunday  evening,  September  8th,  7  p.m. 

Oneg  to  follow 

Yom  Kippur/Kol  Nidre 

Tuesday  evening,  September  17th,  8  p.m. 

Yom  Kippur/Yizkor-Ne’ilah 

Wednesday,  September  18th,  6  p.m. 

Light  break  fast  to  follow 

All  services  will  be  held  at  Brookline  High  School, 

1 15  Greenough  Street,  Brookline 
tVheelchair  Accessible,  ASL  Interpreted,  T  Accessible 
(Green  Line,  Riverside  D,  Brookline  Hills  stop) 

Admission  to  all  services  included  with  new 
or  renewed  membership.  $36  donation  requested 
from  non-members,  includes  all  3  services. 

Please  send  membership  dues  or  service  donation 
by  September  1st  to: 

AM  TIKVA,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

Tickets  available  at  the  door. 

Call  926-2536  for  more  information. 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS  COUNSELING 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Hoad 
Bocton.  MA02115 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  SI. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

AMVOX  By  Vole*  Tel 
PHONE  ANSWERING 
A  MESSAGING 
Discreet,  Password  protected 
National  network. 
(617)446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MULUKEN  ARCHITECTS  NC. 
161  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  312 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulliken,  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  Ineurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  aJI  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835.  96  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sat:  106,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Paris  "Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMENS 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)6230266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs,  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RONS  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Wanker.  LICSW 
(508)  4756950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

BELLV1LLE  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  and 
Stoneham,  MA 
(617)4386155 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
womea  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  •  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)  8616768 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

JACQUELINE 
HANNIGAN,  UCSW 
HIV+?  Depressed?  Let's  tak. 
Supportive  Gay  and  Lesbian 
therapy.  (508)  922-6613 
Sliding  scale/  Insurance 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 

M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  Individuals  A  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)776-9232 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)8766110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 

CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

WOMENS  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)4432329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
Da  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Da  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)3531500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING* 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  service 1600-3832978 
MA  lie#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  9264289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)3531925 

HAIR  SALONS 

a  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  3335356 
Wed.-Sat.  106 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  35  Wed.-Frl. 
39  Wak-in  or  appt.  2476202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork,  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2638122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic, 
Massage.  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)267-0900x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)7732271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St..  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1603352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6837676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-film/ 
comm'ls  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge!  Boston 
(617)  8638448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hail 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 


LEW1NGER,  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hlngham,  Ma.  (617)  7431001 
(508)  2246060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provinoetown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

OUAUTY  UMOUSINE 

Boston's  only  all-gay 
limousine  service.  Serving  the 
gay  &  lesbian  community  in 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  In 
business  and  the  professions 
‘Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce*  24-hour  hotline 
(617)4437872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston  .  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 ,  Cambridge,  M A 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  137,  Su.  126 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

LILUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
888  Washington  St. 

Dedham,  MA  02026 
(617)461-0098 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths,  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast,  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  SI. 

Cambridge.  M A  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9PM-1  AM 


SAFER  SEX 

AND  DRUG  USE 

GUIDELINES 


GCN offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making 
decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  ol  the 
AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The 
highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and 
semen.  So  it's  important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV- 
infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body 
into  another  person's  bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and 
sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented 
cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for 
a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been 
documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky 
include:  fisting,  finger  fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing, 
sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that 

any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get  from  one  person 
into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be 
transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
fistfucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in 
their  rectum  or  vagina. 

HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take. 
Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners 
Other  people  make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are 
willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual 
and  drug  use  history  and/or  HIV  status.  People  also  make 
decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating 
safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  If  you  and  your  partner 
have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status, 
don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example,  many  lesbians  have 
had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last 
ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms, 
use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based 
lubricants  like  Crisco, 

Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is 
going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum 
or  pr3cum  gets  in 

your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream 
through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down 
on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a 
vaginal  infection. 

Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal 
infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal 
secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  the 
concentration  of  HIV  in  ‘female  ejaculate." 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you 
have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood 
and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving) 
out  of  your  vagina, 

anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use 

a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen 
peroxide  or  soap  and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk. 

Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing, 
masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and 
other  activities  that  don't  let  blood  or  semen  into 
your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability 
to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported 
that  they  have  been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex 
practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of 
alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all 
illnesses,  including  AIDS. 

INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers, 
spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  r3use  works,  clean  them  before 
and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and 
works  into  bleach,  draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip 
needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times.  In  an  emergency,  rubbing  alcohol  or 
vodka  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil 
works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  for  at  least  15 
minutes.  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean 
your  works.) 

RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  1  (800)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  1  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce, 

Boston:  (617)  437-4200  Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis 

(GMHC),  New  York:  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC), 

Washington,  D.C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)864-4376 
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conference  organizers  to  relocate  the 
conference.  “This  is  George  Bush’s  fault,  not 
Harvard’s,”  said  Frank.  “Harvard  did  the 
only  thing  it  could  to  protect  the  integrity  of 
the  conference." 

Members  of  various  ACT  UP  chapters 
across  the  country  that  had  pressed  for  a 
relocation  decision  last  June  at  the  Seventh 
International  AIDS  Conference  in  Florence 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  48)  also  commended 
Harvard’s  announcement.  “We’re  really, 
really  pleased  with  this,”  said  Paul  O’ Dwyer 
of  ACT  UP/New  York’s  Immigrant  Issues 
working  group.  “Keeping  the  conference  in 
Boston  would  have  endorsed  the 
government’s  policy." 

A  statement  issued  by  the  HHS,  however, 
deemed  Harvard’s  action  “not  necessary." 
While  admitting  that  the  HHS  is  still  in  the 
process  of  finalizing  an  immigration  policy 
regarding  people  with  HIV,  the  HHS 
maintained  that  “current  immigration  policy 
already  provides  for  simple  and  confidential 
entry  of  persons  with  HIV  to  the  United 
States  for  scientific  conferences.” 

Specifically,  the  HHS  referred  to  a  30-day 
waiver  that  allows  people  with  HIV  to  attend 
professional  conferences,  travel  for  business 
purposes  and  visit  relatives.  The  statement 
also  mentioned  “an  additional  10-day  waiver 
provision,”  that  was  adopted  to 
accommodate  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s 
International  AIDS  Conference  in  1990. 
Supposedly,  under  the  10-day  waiver 
provision  HIV  status  need  not  be  declared 
for  U.S.  entry.  However,  “they  never 
officially  said  that  they  would  lift  the  travel 
restriction  for  those  attending  the 
conference,”  said  Frank. 

According  to  Belinda  Rochelle,  health 
issues  lobbyist  for  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force,  any  final  decision  by  the 
HHS  and  the  Justice  Department  will 
probably  uphold  the  ban  on  immigrants  with 
HTV.  She  told  GCN  that  the  issue  seems  to  be 
whether  a  restriction  on  tourists  with  HIV 
will  be  retained. 

“Unfortunately,  it  is  not  possible  at  this 
time  to  offer  assurance  that  U.S.  immigration 
policy  will  allow  individuals  with  HIV, 
health  professionals  and  other  essential 
participants  to  attend  the  1992  conference.” 
said  Harvard’s  Essex.  “Such  broad 
participation  has  been  the  key  to  success  of 
the  seven  previous  international  AIDS 
conferences.”  He  added,  “Even  if  the 
regulations  were  issued  in  the  near  future,  we 
cannot  be  certain — in  view  of  recent  debates 
on  this  issue — that  decsions  will  not  be 
ammended  or  revised  at  a  later  point  in 
time.” 

“By  suggesting  they  hold  the  conference 
in  a  country  where  people  with  HIV  are  not 
allowed,  the  Bush  Administration  is  saying 
something  about  how  they  want  to  deal  with 
the  disease,”  said  ACT  UP’s  O’Dwyer.  “It 
would  mean  taking  the  issues  away  from 
people  who  actually  have  HTV,”  he  added. 

Conference  organizers  and  AIDS  activists 
insist  that,  even  if  tourist  restrictions  were 
lifted,  the  conference  should  not  occur  in 
Boston.  “We  have  fought  for  the  last  six 
months  to  make  it  clear  that  the  only 
acceptable  action  is  to  strike  all  HIV 
restrictions  from  the  immigration  law,”  said 
O’Dwyer. 

When  asked  what  further  steps  can  be 
taken  to  work  toward  a  change  in  the 
immigration  policy,  Frank  expressed  his 
exasperation  at  trying  to  resolve  this  issue 
with  the  Bush  administration.  “We’ve 
addressed  every  issue  the  administration  has 
used  to  say  they  can’t  change  this,  made  it 
possible  for  them  to  act,  and  still  they’ve 
done  nothing.”  said  Frank.  “The  1992 
[Presidential]  election  will  be  the  next 
opportunity  to  change  this.”  □ 

Wedding 

Continued  from  page  1 

“We’re  getting  married,  even  though  it  won’t 
affect  anything.” 

Speaking  at  the  rally,  Maureen  Monks,  an 
attorney  and  a  co-chair  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Bar  Association,  said,  “I  admit  that 
I’m  a  skeptic.  We  all  know  that  the  legal 
basis  of  traditional  marriage  is  based  on  a 
man’s  domination  and  ownership  of  a 
woman.”  She  said  that  all  people  who  get 
married,  even  when  partners  are  of  the  same 
sex,  have  to  work  on  equality  in  their 
relationships. 

Quoting  Paula  Ettelbrick  of  the  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  she  said, 
“Being  queer  means  pushing  the  parameters 
of  sex,  sexuality  and  family,  and  in  the 
process  transforming  the  very  fabric  of 
society.”  Continuing  in  her  own  words. 
Monks  said,  “We  are  creating  recognition 
each  and  every  day  of  our  lives  by  living 
who  we  are.  And  I  think  that’s  the  key  to 
making  sure  that  our  dreams  of  recognition 
become  a  reality.”  □ 
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emanding 


One  gay  mans  account  of  the  struggle 
to  have  his  union  recognized 


(1-r)  Audrey  Fisher,  Sylvia  Sukop 


By  Craig  R.  Dean 


m 


y  lover,  Patrick  Gill, 
and  I  filed  for  a 
marriage  license 
with  the  District 
of  Columbia. 
We  did  so 
because  the 
mayor  of 
Washington, 
Sharon  Pratt 
Dixon,  said 
during  her 
campaign  that 
she  favored 
legalizing  same-sex 
marriage  and  that 
‘society  is  a  changing 
place  and  it  [gay  and  lesbian  marriage]  is 
something  we  should  accept.”  So,  based  upon 
her  campaign  promise,  Patrick  and  I  filed  for 
a  marriage  license  after  Ms.  Dixon  was 
elected  mayor.  Yet,  the  district  government 
denied  us  the  right  to  many  because  we  are  a 
gay  male  couple. 

As  a  result,  we  filed  a  lawsuit  alleging 
two-fold  discrimination:  1)  violation  of  the 
district’s  gender-neutral  marriage  law,  and  2) 
violation  of  the  district’s  Human  Rights  Act, 
which  explicitly  prohibits  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation.  The  Human 
Rights  Act  mandates  that  “every  individual 
shall  have  an  equal  opportunity  to  participate 
fully  in  the  economic,  cultural  and 
intellectual  life  of  the  district  and  to  have  an 
equal  opportunity  to  participate  in  all  aspects 
of  life.”  The  act  further  states  that  the  intent 
behind  this  legislation  is  to  “end... 
discrimination  [in  the  District  of  Columbia] 
for  any  reason... [including]  sexual 
orientation." 

What  good  are  such  lesbian-  and  gay-rights 
laws  in  D.C.,  New  York,  Massachusetts  or 
anywhere  else  if  they  are  not  used? 


Taking  the  lead 

The  main  reason  that  Patrick  and  I  are 
demanding  equality  for  gay  and  lesbian 
relationships  is  because  it  is  the  right  thing  to 
do.  Otherwise,  if  we  did  not  demand  our 
rights,  we  would  be  agreeing  with  the 
dysfunctional  fears  of  homophobes  who  posit 
that  homosexual  relationships  do  not  have  the 
same  quality  and  value  as  heterosexual 
relationships.  Homophobes  fear  the  day  when 
states  will  legally  recognize  homosexual 
relationships.  Unless  we  assert  ourselves  and 
fight  for  our  right  to  marry,  we  would  be- 
giving  into  homophobia — perhaps  even  our 
own  homophobia. 

It  has  been  tough.  But  our  love  for  each 
other  gives  us  the  strength  to  carry  on  this 
battle  for  what  we  know  is  just.  We  do  not 
believe  our  love  is  of  any  less  magnitude  or 


importance  than  that  of  any  other  couple  in  a 
long-term  committed  relationship.  For  that 
reason  we  want  the  legal  recognition  of  our 
upcoming  Holy  Union  ceremony  which 
would  be  offered  without  question  if  one  of 
us  were  female.  We  demand  the  same  rights 
and  benefits  that  are  automatically  bestowed 
upon  heterosexual  couples.  These  rights  and 
benefits  protect  and  reinforce  relationships. 
Yet  these  rights  are  denied  us  for  only  one 
reason — because  we  are  queer! 

Married  couples  have  many  significant 
rights  that  unmarried  couples — even 
“domestic  partners” — cannot  have.  For 
instance,  married  couples  have  the  automatic 
right  to  be  on  each  other’s  health,  disability 
and  life  insurance  policies,  as  well  as  to  be 
on  each  other’s  pension  plans.  Married 
couples  get  special  tax  preferences  for 
exemptions,  deductions  and  refunds.  As  a 
matter  of  right,  married  couples  are  also  able 
to  own  real  and  personal  property  jointly, 
and  to  protect  that  property  from  each  other’s 
creditors.  Spouses  automatically  inherit 
property  and  have  rights  of  survivorship. 
While  for  same-sex  couples  the  family  is 
next  of  kin,  for  married  couples  a  spouse  is 
the  next  of  kin  in  case  of  death  or  medical 
emergencies,  and  spouses  may  therefore 
make  important  decisions  for  their  partners. 
Last,  and  certainly  not  least  in  light  of  the 
AIDS  crisis,  a  spouse  can  make  financial 
decisions  in  the  case  of  a  partner’s 
incapacity.  Need  we  be  reminded  of  the 
plight  of  Karen  Thompson  and  Sharon 
Kowalski? 

In  the  District  of  Columbia  alone  there  are 
more  than  100  automatic  marriage-based 
rights.  In  D.C.,  heterosexuals  can  meet  each 
other  tonight  in  a  bar  and  have  more  rights 
through  marriage  within  five  days  than 
Patrick  and  I  are  able  to  obtain  after  five 
years  of  being  together.  This  is  an  incredible 
act  of  multiple  discrimination  against  lesbian 
and  gay  people.  It  is  outrageous,  and  we  are 
doing  something  about  it. 

Following 

Not  everyone  can  take  the  lead  on  every 
issue.  It  is  gratifying  that  many  have  chosen 
to  help  us  on  the  issue  of  same-sex  marriage. 
We  have  received  letters  and  expressions  of 
support  from  thousands  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  all  over  the  world.  We  were 
honored  to  be  the  Grand  Marshals  of  Gay 
Pride  parades  from  Baltimore  to  Hawaii. 
National  groups  such  as  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  Parents  and  Friends 
of  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Queer  Nation  and 
many  Washington,  D.C.,  groups  have 
expressed  support  for  our  case.  The  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  has  written  D.C.’s 
mayor  on  our  behalf,  saying: 

The  discrimination  that  thousands  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  residents  of  the 
District  experience  is  reinforced 
when  the  government  of  the  District 
treats  these  Lesbian  and  Gay  men 
differently  from  non-Gay  residents 
and  denies  them  benefits,  licenses 
and  privileges  based  solely  on  their 
sex  and  sexual  orientation.  There  is 
no  legal  barrier;  in  fact,  current 
District  law  requires  no 
discrimination.  Neither  is  there  a 
policy  barrier;  the  same  policies  that 
support  civil  marriage  between  men 
and  women  apply  with  the  same 
force  to  same-sex  couples.  If  two 
individuals  desire  to  establish  a 
union,  which  by  law  imposes  certain 


responsibilities  and  creates  certain 
benefits,  the  government  and  the 
society  that  it  serves  have  the  same 
interest  in  validating  that  union 
regardless  of ...  sexual  orientation. 

We  are  fortunate  that  the  mainstream 
media  is  following  this  issue  too.  The  media 
has  shown  an  intense  fascination  with  the 
gay  marriage  issue.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  news  media  would  ignore  gay  issues.  But 
in  the  wake  of  the  massive  AIDS  coverage 
during  the  past  few  years,  now  the  media 
seems  ready  to  cover  other,  more  positive 
gay  issues. 

Enter  the  gay  marriage  proposal.  As  far  as 
Pat  and  I  can  tell,  coverage  of  our  fight 
represents  the  first  time  the  media  has  been 
willing  to  portray  consistently  a  gay  issue  in 
a  positive  manner  to  so  broad  an  audience.  It 
is  difficult  to  know  how  many  millions  we 
have  reached,  but  by  adding  the  estimated 
viewership  of  our  television  appearances 
alone,  the  number  is  as  high  as  50  million. 
We  have  appeared  on  the  Oprah  Winfrey 
Show,  twice  on  Donahue,  CBS  Morning 
News,  CBS  Nightwatch,  Fox  Morning  News, 
CNN,  and  various  local  TV  and  radio  news 
and  talk  shows  around  the  country.  In 


addition,  because  the  Associated  Press  is 
following  our  story,  hundreds  of  newspaper 
articles  have  been  written  on  same-sex 
marriage. 

People  of  color  gained  momentum  for  the 
civil  rights  movement  when  television 
brought  their  plight  into  American  homes. 
Similarly,  our  movement  stands  to  gain 
momentum  from  the  coverage  given  to  us  by 
the  mainstream  media.  Furthermore,  because 
marriage  is  a  common  element  of  society  to 
which  all  people  can  relate,  gay  marriage  has 
the  potential  to  build  a  broader  coalition  for 
the  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  movement. 

Indeed  the  response  of  straight  America 
has  been  overwhelming.  I  believe  that  we  are 
seeing  a  tremendous  shift  in  the  public's 
perception  of  lesbian  and  gay  people.  We 
have  even  made  inroads  into 
Hollywood — sitcoms  such  as  Golden  Girls 
have  run  strongly  supportive  shows  on  the 
issue  of  same-sex  marriage.  Who  knows,  as 
the  Golden  Girls  go,  so  goes  America! 

Getting  out  of  the  way 

Yet,  in  the  face  of  this  tremendous 
showing  of  support,  a  few  have  chosen  to 
publicly  criticize  us.  We  have  been 
castigated  by  the  religious  right  as  well  as  by 
some  gay  legal  beagles — strange  bedfellows 
indeed. 


Criticism  leveled  against  us  by  our 
“brethren"  in  the  legal  profession  goes 
something  like  this:  whether  we  win  or  lose, 
we  did  the  wrong  thing  by  filing  this  suit  If 
we  lose,  they  say  we  will  set  bad  precedent. 
This  is  patently  absurd;  how  much  worse  can 
it  get?  There  is  no  state  in  the  country  where 
same-sex  couples  can  get  married.  On  the 
other  hand,  these  self-appointed  gay  legal 
czars  warn  us  from  their  armchairs  that,  if 
we  win,  the  homophobes  in  Congress  will 
descend  on  the  entire  gay  movement  and  do 
away  with  the  15-year-old  D.C.  Human 
Rights  Act  (as  if  they  had  not  already  had  the 
chance  in  the  past  15  years). 

My  main  response  to  these  criticisms  and 
their  ilk  is  simple:  the  homophobes  would 
just  love  it  if  gay  people  were  cowed  “into 
their  place”  by  fear  of  what  a  few  bigots  in 
Congress  may  or  may  not  do.  Rather  than  be 
a  modem  day  Uncle  Tom,  I  have  always 
thought  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  should 
stand  up  and  fight  for  their  rights.  And  when 
we  get  to  the  point  where  Congress  must 
decide  whether  or  not  to  intervene,  then  we 
will  have  already  achieved  a  huge  legal  and 
perceptual  victory. 

Let  us  set  the  record  “straight."  If  a  same- 
sex  marriage  case  is  winnable  anywhere,  it  is 
winnable  in  Washington,  D.C.  We  went  to 
court  for  our  first  hearing  on  July  12,  1991. 
We  are  still  in  litigation,  as  the  judge  has 
requested  supplemental  briefs  to  be 
submitted  by  October  1,  1991.  Contrary  to 
some  of  the  misinformation  going  around, 
our  case  is  not  in  federal  court,  it  is  in  the 
local  D.C.  court  system,  which  is  probably 
the  most  gay-positive  jurisdiction  in  the 
country.  Unlike  prior  same-sex  marriage 
cases  brought  20  years  ago,  our  case  is  the 
first  one  to  arise  in  a  jurisdiction  that 
explicitly  prohibits  discrimination  against 
gay  and  lesbian  people  in  all  aspects  of  life. 
The  D.C.  courts  have  interpreted  the  Human 
Rights  Act  in  ways  that  strengthen  and 
broaden  it.  In  a  recent  case  involving 
Georgetown  University,  gay  and  lesbian 
students  won  university  recognition  of  their 
group,  which  Georgetown  initially  had 
denied.  In  that  case,  the  D.C.  court  of 
appeals  held  that  the  “eradication  of  sexual 
orientation  discrimination  is  a  compelling 
governmental  interest.”  The  court  elevated 
anti-gay  discrimination  to  the  same  level  as 
racism  and  sexism,  holding  all  three  types  of 
discrimination  to  be  equally  repugnant  to 
society.  Also,  similar  to  us,  the  court 
concluded  that  students  could  not  be  denied 
tangential  benefits  based  upon  their  sexual 
orientation  no  matter  how  repugnant  it  was 
to  the  university,  a  Catholic  institution. 

Furthermore,  the  D.C.  marriage  code 
contains  no  prohibitions  to  same-sex 
marriages.  The  only  marriages  that  are 
prohibited  by  D.C.  law  are  those  that  would 
be  incestuous  or  polygamous.  The  D.C.  code 
is  gender  neutral.  Nowhere  does  district  law 
state  that  a  married  couple  must  be  a  man 
and  a  woman,  or  may  not  be  of  onesex. 

Because  our  suit  is  founded  on  favorable 
case  law,  D.C.  statutes  and  policy,  the 
nation’s  capitol  may  actually  be  the  best 
jurisdiction  to  which  to  bring  a  case  of  this 
type.  The  precedent  that  we  set  can  be  used 
to  pave  the  way  for  same-sex  marriage  in 
other  states.  No  matter  what  Congress  does, 
they  do  not  have  the  power  to  change  D.C. 
court  decisions.  They  may  oversee  only  the 
D.C.  legislature.  As  well,  marriage  is  an  area 
whose  regulation  is  reserved  for  the  states. 
There  is  no  federal  marriage  law,  each  state 
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The  Equal  Marriage  Rights 
Fund  (EMRF)  is  a  non¬ 
profit  corporation  that  is 
funding  Craig  and 
Patrick's  legal  battle. 
EMRF  is  also  a  national 
clearinghouse  of  gay  and 
lesbian  marriage-rights 
information.  If  you  would 
like  to  financially  support 
the  group's  effort  toward 
equality  of  choice  for 
same-sex  couples ,  or  if  you 
wish  more  information, 
please  write  to:  Equal 
Marriage  Rights  Fund,  P.0. 
Box  18707,  2001  M  Street, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20036. 


Photos  were  taken  at  the  Queer  Wedding  in  Boston  on  Aug.  17,  see  story  page  3. 


Color  me  gay 

Searching  for  the  roots  of  lavender 


By  Rudy  Grillo 

Since  1964,  the  upper  thirty  floors  of  the 
Empire  State  Building  have  been 
illuminated  nightly  in  white  or  an 
appropriate  symbolic  color  scheme  to 
celebrate  or  commemorate  venerated 
holidays  and  special  events;  transitory 
symbols  on  New  York  City’s  Art  Deco  totem 
pole.  But  for  the  first  time  ever,  during  the 
1990  Gay  Pride  weekend,  the  glowing 
phallic  stone  and  steel  tower  pricked  the 
indigo  sky  with  a  mystical  lavender  light. 

With  that  event,  another  entry  was  made 
into  the  growing  catalog  of  gay  and  lesbian 
rites:  traditions,  memorials,  zaps,  tributes, 
ceremonies  and  celebrations.  This  particular 
inclusion  and  recognition  of  the  gay 
community  firmly  underscored  what  has 
become  by  consensus,  a  major  unifying 
symbol:  the  color  lavender.  An  abstract  totem 
of  the  diverse  gay  and  lesbian  tribes. 

Some  marchers,  following  the  now 
traditional  lavender  stripe  down  Fifth 
Avenue,  cheered  in  pride  and  appreciation  as 
they  passed  the  Empire  State  Building  on 
Pride  Day. 

With  steady  and  increasing  regularity,  the 
color  lavender  has  been  used  as  a  visual  and 
verbal  equivilant  to  the  word  “gay.”  While 
pink  runs  a  close  second,  it  seems  weighted 
down  with  its  somber  connection  with  the 
Holocaust.  Red,  green  and  purple  have  also 
played  a  euphemistic  role  in  gay  history  as 
tags,  symbols  and  code  words;  but,  the 
delicate  lavender  clearly  appears  to  be  the 
color  of  choice.  The  color  is  the  message. 
The  gay  community  has  given  positive 
power  to  the  word  that  was  an  expression  of 
ridicule,  scorn  and  contempt  for  gay  people. 

The  transformation  of  lavender  from 
epithet  to  affirmative  symbol  has  developed 
roughly  over  the  past  two  decades.  Among 
the  early  indicators  of  change  were  1970s 
Lavender  Menace,  a  militant  lesbian  feminist 
group  whose  main  target  was  the  women’s 
movement.  In  October  1973,  Time  magazine 
reported  on  San  Francisco’s  Lavender 
Panthers,  a  gay  patrol  group  protecting  gay 
men  and  lesbians  from  bashers.  They  were 
described  as  “a  stiff-wristed  team  of  gay 
vigilantes.” 

The  list  lengthened  over  the  years  with  a 
substantial  number  of  names  and  titles. 
We've  seen  Lavender  Veterans  For  Peace,  a 
national  group  of  veterans  and  supporters. 
Lavender  Culture,  a  book  of  essays; 
Lavender  Elephant,  a  Greenwich  Village 
thrift  shop;  Lavender  University,  in  San 
Francisco  and  Denver,  Lavender  Hill  Mob, 
New  York-based  activists;  Hot  Lavender,  a 
swing  band;  Lavender  Health,  a  cable 
television  program  in  New  York,  and 
Lavender  Light  Gospel  Choir,  a  racially 
diverse  vocal  group. 

At  times  it  seemed  as  though  some  people 
were  avoiding  the  use  of  the  word  “gay”  in 
titles.  This  is  possibly  because  for  some 
people  it  had  acquired  a  confrontational 
edge,  a  rigid  militancy  and  a  discomforting 
brazen  ess.  “Lavender”  seems  good  humored, 
less  antagonistic. 

In  the  early  1970s,  a  San  Francisco 
merchant  called  Trading  Post  Emporium 
published  “The  Hanky  Guide  to  Better 
Understanding,"  a  price  list  for  various 
colored  and  patterned  handkerchiefs  recalling 
cowboy  bandanas.  The  list  included  a  color 
code  indicating  the  significance  of  each  color 
in  terms  of  the  wearer’s  sexual  tastes  or 
inclinations. 
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A  lavender  hanky  worn  on  the  left,  for 
example,  meant  “a  drag  queen  in  disguise.” 
Worn  on  the  right,  “his  sister  Kate."  In  New 
York,  Where  It’s  At  magazine  published  its 
own  color  guide  with  prnple  on  the  left  side 
meaning  “piercer/genitorture”  and  worn  on 
the  right  meaning  “piercee/etc.”  Lavender 
said  camp — purple  said  heavy  duty! 
Solicitation  by  way  of  bold  hanky  displays 
tapered  off,  however,  in  the  1980s.  With  the 
onslaught  of  AIDS  the  hanky  trick  began  to 
seem  irresponsible,  especially  if  the  choice 
was  red  or  blue,  signifying  fisting  or  fucking 
respectively. 

Euphemisms  and  code  words  as  applied  to 
homosexuals  have  a  long  history,  with  some 
phasing  in  and  out  of  usage.  In  the  case  of 
lavender,  its  usage  can  be  traced  back  to  at 
least  the  1920s.  Vito  Russo,  in  his  book  The 
Celluloid  Closet,  cites  two  1929  movies, 
Broadway  Melody  of  1929  and  Why  Bring 
That  Up?  in  which  “lavender”  is  clearly  the 
telling  code  word  for  homosexual.  It  can  be 
inferred  that  the  tag  had  earlier  become  part 
of  the  common  vernacular. 

Following  World  War  I  with  all  its 
disillusions,  there  began  a  kind  of 
social/sexual  revolution  resulting  in  the 
casting  aside  of  traditional  role  models  by 
young  and  old  alike.  In  1926,  one  songwriter 
was  moved  to  write  a  comic/campy  song 
about  the  perplexing  reversal  of  male  and 
female  behavior  and  attire.  It  was  called 
“Masculine  Women!  Feminine  Men!”  The 
subject  at  least  was  coming  out  of  its  closet 
in  books,  movies,  plays,  and  songs. 

In  Cole  Porter’s  1929  song  “I’m  a 
Gigolo,”  a  jaded  and  fading  male  escort  to 
older,  wealthy  women,  who  is  also  a 
sometime  “pet”  to  men,  confesses  to  “a  dash 
of  lavender”  in  his  nature.  “Lavender 
Cowboy,”  a  pseudo  folk  song,  is  a  tale  of 
futility.  It  tells  of  a  tenderfoot  “with  only  two 
hairs  on  his  chest,”  whose  heroic  attempt  to 
prove  his  manhood  results  in  his  death.  “He 
was  only  a  lavender  cowboy....” 

In  the  encoded  gay  parlance  of  the  1930s, 
according  to  a  report  in  the  sensationalistic 
National  Police  Gazette,  the  term  “Ga-ga” 
was  equivalent  to  “palest  lavender”  and  used 
to  signify  a  person  in  the  early  stages  of 
coming  out.  Presumably  “outies”  progressed 
to  a  deeper  shade  of  lavender  or  (the  ultimate 
decadence)  purple! 

While  the  words  “lavender”  and  “purple" 
are  sometimes  used  as  if  they  were  analogous 
to  each  other,  their  historical  connections  are 
different.  “Purple”  has  long  been  used  to 
denote  the  devout  and  the  debauched,  the 
dregs  and  the  dreamer,  royalty  and  mourning 
as  well  as  overly  ornate  language,  known  as 
“purple  prose.”  For  some  people,  gay  men 
and  lesbians  fall  under  the  heading  of  “purple 
passions”;  the  lurid,  shadowy,  perverse  and 
unspeakable.  Aside  from  its  botanical  and 
color  connections,  “lavender”  had  only  one 
other  use,  as  a  demeaning  epithet,  a  weapon, 
narrowly  aimed  at  a  singular  target:  male 
homosexuals.  Lavender  “boys,”  “queens”  or 
“ladies”  were  the  common  derogatory  tags. 
Sometimes  it  was  simply  “the  lavender 
crowd.” 

Songwriters,  poets  and  others  have  used 
“purple"  euphemistically  to  convey 
sensuality  and  dreams  tinged  with  longing 
and  fantasy.  The  title  of  the  song  “Deep 
Pvuple”  (1939)  is  an  allusion  to  nightfall — a 
time  for  conjuring — where  parted  lovers 
promise  to  meet  (as  long  as  their  hearts  may 
beat)  in  a  “deep  purple  dream."  Presumably, 
the  loosened  passions  may  turn  a  daydream 
into  a  wet  dream. 

The  song  “Stardust”  (1931)  begins  with, 
“And  now  the  purple  dust  of  twilight  time.” 
In  this  instance,  the  dreamer  is  haunted  by 
“the  stardust  melody"  sadly  “the  music  of  the 
years  gone  by,”  which  helps  recapture  a  lost 
love,  if  only  in  reverie.  Both  lyrics, 
incidentally,  were  written  by  Mitchell  Parish, 
who  seemed  to  have  an  affinity  for  “purple.” 

Linking  “purple”  with  “twilight’'  was  also 
relevant  to  the  popular  perception  of  the  “gay 
mystique.”  Twilight  is  that  brief  time 
between  day  and  night — not  being  one  or  the 
other  (similar  to  the  way  many  people  assess 
homosexuality).  It  is  a  time  of  magical, 
ominous  transformation  and  of  eerie  light 
that  serves  as  the  threshold  to  the  realm  of 
goblins,  elves  and  other  creatures  of 
indeterminate  nature,  most  especially  fairies. 
It  is  their  time  to  come  out,  to  taunt,  play  and 
trick.  They  are  feared  beings,  who  otherwise 
reside  in  the  world  of  the  unnatural  and 
shadowy,  hidden  places — like  closets. 

No  wonder  then  for  the  appearance  in 
1931  of  the  novel  Twilight  Men.  This 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


THE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

Welcome  to  the  Players  of 

Series  '91 

Gay  and  Lesbian  World  Series  '91 
Special  Events  on  10  Consecutive  Nights 
Thursday  August  15  -  Saturday  August  24 

Indigo  Live! 

August  22  TWO  NICE  GIRLS  7:30  and  10:00pm 

With  Special  Guest:  Jess  Hawk  Oakenstar 

August  23  FERRON  8:00  and  10:00pm 

With  Special  Guest:  MUss 

Tickets  for  all  shows  on  sale  now  at  Nightstage  Box  Office 
and  all  Ticketmaster  Locations.  Charge  by  Phone  (617)  931-2000. 


Coming  Out  Group 

A  GROUP  FOR  LESBIAN  WOMEN  OF  ALL  AGES 

Considered  coming  out  to  family,  friends,  colleagues? 
Confused  about  the  next  step? 

Interested  in  connecting  with  other  women 
who  share  similar  concerns? 

This  short  term  group  will  offer  you  an  opportunity  to  explore 
these  issues  and  more  in  the  company  of  other  women. 

It  will  be  a  chance  to  consider  new  strategies  while  sharing 
the  emotional  impact  of  this  ongoing  process. 

Group  starting  in  September  •  8  weeks  •  Weekday  evenings 

For  further  information,  call  (508)  371-0300 
Rachel  Flanders,  LICSW 
Assabet  Human  Services,  Inc. 

Damon  Mill  Square  •  Concord,  MA 
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KENNEBUNKPORT,  ME. 

LAUNCH  30  DAYS 

OF  DIRECT  ACTION 
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CALL: 
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USE  FORM. 
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SUPERSTAR 

TOUCHTONE  ONLY  CALL  24  HOURS  ADULTS  ONLY 

1-900-454-6789 

$2  PER  MIN. 
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sensational,  sordid  tale  is  set  in  Manhattan’s 
gay  underworld,  rife  with  morphine  addiction 
and  other  stereotypical  forms  of  decadence. 
The  story  ends  in  murder  and  the  seemingly 
requisite  suicides  awash  in  the  purple  haze  of 
fairyland.  Twilight  Men  became  part  of  the 
lexicon  of  euphemisms  for  gay  men  during  the 
1920s  and  '30s.  Because  recorded  gay  and 
lesbian  history  is  a  recent  development,  it  is 
important  for  researchers  to  be  armed  with  a 
glossary  as  they  sift  through  as  much  past 
popular  culture  as  possible.  Pop  songs  in 
particular  reveal  a  great  deal  in  terms  of 
values,  images,  perceptions,  concerns  and 
aspirations.  What  can  be  difficult  and  often 
confusing  are  the  decoding  and  interpreting  of 
the  findings.  A  seeming  allusion  could  end  up 
being  an  illusion. 

For  example,  the  poem  “Two  Loves”  by 
gay  poet  Lord  Alfred  Douglas  (late  19th 
century),  describes  an  allegorical, 
impressionistic  dream  set  in  a  lush,  mysterious 
garden  in  which  an  ethereal  gay-but-sad  youth 
wearing  a  “purple  robe"  appears.  Earlier, 
another  youth,  this  time  naked,  kisses  the 
dreamer  and  offers  him  a  purple  grape  to  eat. 
Is  he  gay?  Is  the  purple  symbolic  or 
coincidental? 

From  Greek  mythology  comes  the  story  of 
Hyacinthus,  the  beautiful  youth  who  was 
accidentally  slain  by  his  beloved  Apollo. 
From  the  blood  of  the  boy,  it  is  said,  the  grief- 
stricken  Apollo  caused  the  purple  hyacinth  to 
grow.  But,  hyacinths  bloom  in  a  variety  of 
colors,  including  a  lavender-like  shade  of 
purple. 

A  more  casual  reference  to  lavender  occurs 
in  the  1893  novel  Teleny,  which  was  attributed 
to  Oscar  Wilde  and  his  circle  of  friends.  In  a 
brief  passage,  two  cultured  Victorian 
gentlemen  of  refined  tastes  tersely  remark  of 
their  preferences  in  scents  while  exploring  and 
defining  their  irrepressibly  erotic  attraction  to 
each  other.  Both  men  firmly  reject  “Lavande 
ambree”  in  favor  of  the  fragrance  of  the  rare 
white  “Heliotrope”  whose  flower  can  be  worn 
as  a  boutanniere  and  whose  scent  can  be 
discreetly  sprinkled  on  hankerchieves.  It 
might  be  deduced  that  the  “Lavande”  scent 
and  color  had  been  relegated  to  the  less 
aesthetic  or  refined  classes.  Heliotrope 
blossoms  are  generally  known  to  be  of  pale 
violet  to  purplish  red  in  color,  suggesting  that 
the  white  heliotrope  may  have  been  a  literary 
invention  just  as  the  green  carnation  was 
Wilde's  “aesthetic”  invention. 

To  trace  the  historical  and  symbolic 
connection  between  “lavender”  and  the  gay 
community,  it  is  perhaps  best  to  dig  way  back 
to  the  root  of  the  word  itself,  which  is 
lavandula.  Most  sources  agree  that  it  is  of 
Latin  origin.  It  is  the  word  from  which 
“laundry”  stems.  All  of  its  variants,  such  as 
lavande  and  lavare,  mean  “to  wash.” 

In  early  times,  the  name  lavandula  was 
given  to  a  species  of  plants  native  to  southern 
Europe  and  western  Africa.  The  species 
produces  blossoms  ranging  in  color  from 
moderate  purple  to  bluish  pink.  These  plants 
were  and  are  prized  for  the  aromatic  oil 
contained  in  their  flowers,  leaves  and  stems, 
which  are  still  widely  used  in  the  making  of 
perfumes  and  other  products.  The  ancient 
Romans,  we  are  told,  used  the  fragrance  in 
their  baths. 

“Lavandula”  became  synonymous  with 
laundry  because  it  was  commonly  added  to 
the  washing  process.  In  addition,  the  dried 
leaves,  blossoms  and  branches  were  placed  in 
chests  and  closets  to  impart  a  fresh  fragrance 
to  stored  linens. 

Whether  the  word  for  washing  or  the  name 
of  the  plant  came  first  is  not  clear.  What  is 
clear  is  that  lavender  is,  first,  the  name  of  a 
plant  and  its  fragrance,  and,  second,  a 
metaphor  for  anything  that  is  lavender-like  in 
color.  So,  what  has  all  of  that  got  to  do  with 
gay  men  and  lesbians?  Surely  we  are  not 
thinking  of  doing  our  laundry  as  we  unfurl 
lavender  banners  of  Pride  Day.  Nor  are  the 
leather-clad  “Lavender  Jane  Gang”  laundry 
workers  who  make  deliveries  with  their  bikes. 

As  with  the  many  other  oppressive  terms 
applied  to  homosexuals,  such  as  queer,  faggot, 
gay,  sissy  and  cocksucker,  it  has  to  do  with 
society’s  contempt  for  gay  men.  It  probably 
started  with  some  time-distant,  nameless  bigot 
of  a  wag,  who  pinned  the  lavender  tag  on 
those  audacious,  nonconforming  men  who 
supposedly  doused  themselves  with  the 
lavender  scent.  Floral  fragrances  and  flowers 
themselves  are  generally  regarded  as 
feminine.  Flowery  fragrances  have 
traditionally  been  reserved  for  women.  Any 
man  who  smells  flowery  is  ipso  facto 
effeminate/a  fag.  That  is  why  homosexual 
men  were  labeled  “pansies”  and  even 
“daffodils.” 

It  was  not  until  the  mid-1950s  that  toiletries 
like  hair- spray  and  cologne  “designed”  and 
packaged  “for  men”  (old  wine  in  new 
bottles)  were  cautiously  marketed.  Among 
the  first  to  take  the  bait,  of  course,  woe  gay 
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men  and  a  few  butch  lesbians  who  found  an 
affinity  with  “masculine”  scents. 

The  association  of  lavender’s  scent  with 
gay  men  is  further  confirmed  in  Sheridan 
Moreley’s  1969  biography  of  Noel  Coward, 
A  Talent  To  Amuse.  Morley  tells  of  Coward's 
“everlasting  scent  of  lavender"  and  how  it 
was  “a  constant  source  of  irritation  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  [World  War  II] 
army  camps  he  visited  so  frequently  during 
the  war  years.  They  were  often  downright 
rude  to  him  and  refused  to  billet  Coward 
with  the  soldiers.” 

Coward,  who  gained  international  fame 
through  his  work  as  a  playwright, 
composer/song writer  and  entertainer,  came 
out  in  the  mid-1960s  during  an  open 
discussion  and  defense  of  gay  life  in  the 
1930s.  His  homosexuality  had  previously 
been  an  “open  secret” 

Contributing  to  the  confusion  over  the 
history  of  “lavender,”  from  scent  to  symbol, 
was  the  ancillary  rebellion  of  1970s  gay 
activists  against  die  stereotypes  of  the  past 
In  the  heat  of  self-definition,  some  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  “lavender  crowd” 
drifted  from  fastidious  to  funky.  It  was  back 
to  basics:  sweat,  amyl-nitrate  and  other 
musky,  exotic  back  room  aromas  were 
somehow  politically  correct  and  even,  for 
some,  esoterically  erotic.  (Still,  for  many, 
soaps  and  deodorants  remained  an 
acceptable  option.) 

There  is  another  suggested  explanation  for 
the  lavender/gay  connection:  pink  (for  girls) 
plus  blue  (for  boys)  equals  lavender  (for  the 
gay  community),  so  the  rather  contrived 
theory  goes.  It  says,  “homosexuals  are 
anomalies.”  If,  however,  the  sole  purpose 
was  to  assign  a  symbolic  color  to 
homosexuals,  indicating  a  blend  of  the  two 
sexes,  then  there  are  several  other  flowers 
(female  symbols)  of  a  similar  hue  that  might 
have  been  chosen. 

The  logical  link  between  gay  men  and  the 
color  lavender  is  the  inseparable  fragrance 
(which  they  once  favored),  both  named  for 
and  stemming  from  the  same  plant.  The 
application  of  the  color  to  gay  men  as  a 
euphemism  was  surely  an  afterthought. 

As  a  coincidentally  acute  visual  equivalant 
to  the  verbal  slur,  the  theory  appears  to  gay 
people  inclined  to  think  in  terms  of  political 
symbols.  As  such  it  has  proven  to  be 
abundantly  useful.  The  color  conveys  a 
charming  gaiety  (in  all  senses  of  the  word) 
and  is  even  positively  amusing  in  its 
subtextual,  subversive  implications. 
Ironically,  “gay”  and  “lavender”  and 
“queer,”  the  words  once  used  as  weapons 
against  homosexuals,  have  both  been 
transformed  into  powerful  signals  and 
symbols  of  a  social  and  political  force  not  to 
be  ignored.  □ 

Marriage 

Continued  from  centerspread 

has  the  power  to  determine  who  is  married 

within  that  state. 

As  for  whether  gays  and  lesbians  should 
seek  marriage  at  all,  some  critics  say  that 
homosexuals  should  not  mimic  heterosexual 
lifestyles.  This  argument  is  dangerous 
because  it  tends  to  buy  into  homophobic 
fears  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  should  not  be 
married  lest  it  make  a  farce  of  the  marital 
institution.  The  issue  is  not  whether  all  gay 
men  and  lesbians  should  get  married;  it  is  the 
ability  of  gay  and  lesbian  people  to 
determine  their  own  family  structures,  and 
whether  they  should  have  the  access  to  the 
same  choices  heterosexuals  make.  It  is  like 
the  issue  of  gay  people  serving  in  the 
military.  Whether  gay  men  or  lesbians  should 
serve  the  U.S.  military-industrial  complex  is 
considered  a  legitimate  point  of  debate. 
However,  no  one  in  the  gay  community 
seriously  argues  that  they  should  be  denied 
the  option  of  joining.  It  is  the  option,  the 
choice,  that  counts.  Marriage  has 
traditionally  been  an  attractive  option  for 
people,  as  it  provides  stability  and  societal 
respectability.  Same-sex  marriage  would 
most  likely  increase  desegregation,  tolerance 
and  acceptance  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community. 

We  demand  full  and  immediate  equality 
now.  Anything  less  is  unacceptable.  If  you 
agree  with  us,  help  take  the  lead  or  try  to 
follow.  If  you  disagree,  please  do  not  stand  in 
the  way.  Some  have  said  that  gay  marriage  is 
merely  a  short  cut  to  equal  rights.  For  us,  the 
real  short  cut  is  to  give  into  homophobia  and 
give  up  without  a  fight.  □ 
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Announcements 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 

I've  spent  all  summer  looking  for  a  new  car  and  a 

new  boyfriend.. .in  both  cases,  I  have  yet  to  find 
something  with  options  I  like  that  I  can  afford. 
Can  you  help?  I'm  looking  for  something  with 
safety  features — a  sense  of  who  you  are,  what 
you  want,  maybe  an  air  bag?  In  addition  I  need  an 
ability  to  negotiate  turns  in  life's  road  well,  yet 
still  be  a  fun  ride.  Write,  and  we'll  arrange  a  test 
drive.  GCN  Box  CAR  (8) 


BE  A  STAR 

(OR  AT  LEAST  A  SHOW  OFF!) 

GM  w/  videocam  scouring  Boston  area  for  solo 
j/o  artists.  Tapes  are  for  private  collection,  no  face 
shots  required  (or  refused!).  Have  fun  and  get  a 
copy  ofjour  secret  pleasures  to  watch  again  and 
again.  GCN  Box  801 


CANT  FIND  THE  RIGHT  MAN? 

Man  seeking  same?  Cut  the  hassle.  Call  Real  Men 
Club  (617)  848-0027  and  meet  Mr.  Right.  Until 
9/1  all  club  memberships  1/2  off.  CALL  NOW.(9) 


SUCK  YOURSELF! 

Illustrated  manual  shows  you  how;  painlessly! 
Send  $4.95  postpaid  to:  Dougless  Books,  2476 
Bolsover  Ste.  1 82-N.  Houston,  TX  77005.  (8) 


PHUCK  MY  PHACE 

Total  oral  slut  GM  looking  phor  lunchtime 
adventures  in  Boston's  South  End/Back 
Bay/Downtown.  Photos/phones  answered  phirst. 
GCN  Box  800 


Laura — I  really  don't  know  what  I'd  do  without 
you.  Thank  you  for  everything.  I  love  you. — A 


I  still  do  have  a  crush  on  you. 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLE 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


ESSAYS  WANTED 

by  bisexual  men.  For  mere  information  contact 
Drew  Lewis,  c/o  BBMN,  336  Newbury  St. 
#202C,  Boston,  MA  02139  or  call  (617) 
BIS-MOVE.  (7) 


PRISONERS  WANTED 

Writing  an  anthology  of  male  sex  in  prison.  To 
participate  in  survey,  write  Ricardo,  4417  SW 
66th  Ter.,  Davie,  FL  3331 4.  (7) 


MEN'S  GROUP  PARTICIPANTS 

If  you  are  a  bisexual  or  gay  man  who  has  attended 
a  men's  gathering  (Bly,  Meade,  Fairie  Circle,  etc.) 
I  would  like  to  talk  to  you  about  an  article  I'm 
writing.  Please  call  me  at  (617)  666-5862.  (7) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


CHER  SOCIETY 

Since  1964  Cher  has  enlivened  our  lives  and  now 
we  enliven  hers!  A  club  to  share  Cher!  PO  Box 
770255  New  Orleans,  LA  70117  (V.  19N8) 


LESBIAN/BISEXUAL  WOMEN  UVING 
WITH  HIV 

We  are  a  group  of  lesbian/bisexual  women  who 
are  organizing  a  conference  for  the  fall  entitled 
"Lesbians  in  the  AIDS  Crisis:  Honoring  Our 
Lives  and  Our  Work.”  We  are  seeking  women 
who  are  living  with  HIV  who  would  like  to  share 
their  stories  with  other  women  at  this  conference. 
If  you  are  interested,  please  call:  Deb  1-800-285- 
8880  or  Sally  (401)  863-1987  collect,  or  Write  to: 
Lesbian  AIDS  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  23331, 
Weybossett  Hill  Station,  Providence,  RI  02903 


HELP  OVERTURN 
THE  GAG  RULE 

send  a  message  to  congress  to  overturn  the  gag 
rule.  Call  1-800-325-6000,  ask  for  Western  Union 
hotline  #9888.  A  letter  will  be  sent  to  targeted 
lawmakers  in  your  name  and  your  phone  number 
will  be  billed  $5.45.  Call  1-800-325-6000  and  ask 
for  Western  Union  Hotline  #9888.  Sponsored  by 
Fund  for  the  Feminist  Majority,  Arlington,  VA. 


PEOPLE  HIV  POSITIVE  OR  W/AIDS 

needed  to  be  interviewed  for  a  project  concerning 
the  process  from  diagnosis  to  treatment.  Please 
call  782-6210.  Thank  you!  (6) 
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CALL  FOR  RESEARCH  PARTICIPANTS 

Female  Doctoral  researcher  conducting 
interviews  about  relationships  of  women  who  in 
the  past  have  sexually  abused  children.  For  info. 
(617)  266-8800  ext.  210  (after  5  PM  answering 
machine  in  private  office.)  (1 9,9) 


Massage 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos"  742-241 6  (1 0) 


Help  Wanted 


FEMALE  PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

for  young  disabled  lesbian.  Light  housekeeping 
and  car  required.  10-12  hrs/week.  Flexible  please 
call  935-7672.  (9) 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

National  progressive  legal/educational 
organization:  Must  be  dedicated  to  broad  range  in 
social  change  movements.  Should  have  effecitve 
managerial,  fund-raising,  interpersonal  skills,  as 
well  as  good  writing  and  public  speaking  abilities. 
Travel  and  long  hours  necessary.  Legal  training 
not  required.  Excellent  benefits.  Equal 
opportunity  employer,  women,  people  of  color, 
lesbians/gays  urged  to  apply.  Send  resume  and 
salary  requriements  with  cover  letter  to:  Search 
Committee,  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights,  666 
Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10012.  (7) 

POSTAL  JOBS 

Start  $11.41  per  hour.  Excellent  pay  and  benefits. 
For  examination  and  application  information  call 
1-206-736-700  Ext.  5449T5.  6  AM-10  PM/7 
days. 


Personal  care  attendant  for  dynamic  disabled 

lesbian  art  therapist.  Wed.  8  a.m.  through  Fri.  8 
am.  $200/wk  clear.  Must  be  able  to  lift,  drive 
and  not  smoke  on  shift  Must  be  a  light  sleeper 
and  be  able  to  make  at  least  one  year 
commitment.  Will  train.  524-0921  (7) 


Gay  and  Lesbian 


Helppine 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  and 
6-11  PM  Sunday 


A  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  program 


Apartments 


CAMBRIDGE 

3-bedroom  apartment  available  September  1st  in 
3-family  Victorian  house  near  Harvard  Square. 
Fireplace,  hardwood  floor,  off-street  parking. 
$1 800/month  plus  utilities.  Call  Jeffery,  661- 
3859;  leave  message.  (7) 


SOMERVILLE 

Charming  2BR  5rm  apt  in  L -owned,  2-fam  house 
in  Winter  Hill.  Great  spaces,  being  renovated 
now;  help  choose  colors!  1000  sf,  HW,  porch, 
quiet  road  near  transp.  Non-smokers.  $725+.  623- 
5535.  (g) 


Spacious  2  BR  apt  avail  9/1  in  Somerville, 
Prospect  Hill,  DR,  LR  w/  fireplace,  hdwd  floors, 
porch,  parking,  quiet  street,  $775  +  util.  625- 
5986.  (?) 


Help  Wanted 


Lesbian  &  Gay  Community  Services  Center 


Director  of  Communications 

Develop  and  implement  public  relations  activities  for  Center.  Responsible  for  Center 
publications  including  newsletter,  brochures,  etc.  B.A.  and  professional  public 
relations  experience  required.  Desktop  publishing  experience  a  plus.  Salary  $29- 
36K,  depending  on  experience. 

Director  of  AIDS  Bereavement  Mental  Health  Services 

To  develop  mental  health  intervention  services  re  AIDS  bereavement.  Grad  degree  in 
mental  health  required.  Two  years  minimum  experience  in  services  delivery  and  gay 
issues.  Salary  $28-30K. 

Director  of  Special  Projects 

Produce  outreach  and  education  program  called  "Orientation",  develop  lesbian 
cultural  programming,  develop  and  coordinate  volunteer  management  systems.  B.A., 
experience  in  event  production,  excellent  written  and  oral  skills  required.  Salary  $24- 
30K,  depending  on  experience. 


Bookkeeper/Administrative  Assistant 

Seeking  full-time  bookkeeper/administrative  assistanL  B.A.,  experience  with  word 
processing  a  must.  Database  experience  preferred.  Salary  low  $20's. 


The  Center  is  a  non-profit  organization  serving  4000  lesbians 
and  gay  men  each  week.  Excellent  benefits. 

Direct  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Personnel,  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Community  Services  Center,  208  West  13th  Street,  NYC 
10011.  Clearly  indicate  position  desired.  Women  and  People 
of  Color  especially  urged  to  apply. 


Public  Benefits  Advocate 

Legal  Services  Center 

Advocate  needed  for  position  at  Legal  Ser¬ 
vices  Center.  Duties  include  direct  client 
casework,  student  supervision  and  com¬ 
munity  outreach.  Public  benefits  knowl¬ 
edge  or  experience  a  plus.  Salary  D.O.E. 
Excellent  vacation  and  benefits.  PWAs, 
people  of  color,  lesbians,  gay  men  and  peo¬ 
ple  with  handicaps  encouraged  to  apply. 
Resumes  to  Victoria  Read,  Legal  Ser¬ 
vices  Center.  3529  Washington  St., 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. 

Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


COORDINATOR 

Gay,  Lesbian  &  Bisexual 
Speakers  Bureau  of  Boston  seeks 
coordinator  to  work  out  of  home  to 
coordinate  speaking  engagements, 
answer  mail  and  help  in  Bureau's 
fundraising  efforts.  Five  to  ten  hours  per 
week,  $10  per  hour.  Send  resume  to: 

GLBSB,  Attn.  Hiring  Committee 
P.O.  Box  2232 
Boston,  MA  02 1 07 
No  phone  calls  please 
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Roommates 


Movers 


Vacations 


TRY  GOVS 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and 
housemate  ads  that  are 
prepaid  for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


Roommate  Wanted 

M/F  needed  to  share  independent  Jamaica  Plain 
household  with  2  GM  in  mid-twenties. 
Sunny,  third  floor  apt.  Clean,  modem,  secure. 

5  minute  walk  to  green  line  and  #39  bus. 
Prefer  nonsmoker.  No  cats  or  dogs.  Please 
be  responsible  and  reasonably  tidy.  Rent  is 
$255.00.  Available  Sept.  1st.  Call  Ed  or 
Andrew  985-9368,  leave  message. 


CHEAP  LIVING  IN  JP! 

Two  lezzies  with  a  cat  and  a  kitten  seek  third 
dyke  to  join  our  sunny,  easygoing,  veggie 
household.  Right  around  the  corner  from 
Stoneybrook  T.  Looking  for  responsible,  relaxed, 
political,  communicative  type.  $216.66  plus 
utilities.  Call  524-2952. 


FIELD  CORNER-DORCHESTER 

Deaf  lesbian,  deaf  GM,  and  3  hearing  cats  seek 
3rd  and  4th  responsible  housemates.  We — EZ 
household,  sense  of  humor,  friendly,  very  near  red 
T  and  ships.  $211.67  +  1/4  utils  and  $226.66  + 
1/4  utils.  Avail.  9/1.  Dial  relay  service  first:  1- 
800-434-2370,  then  ask  for  Robin  524-6356  (tty 
only).  (6) 


SPACIOUS,  SUNNY  HOME 

to  share  with  GM,  37,  in  Melville-Park  area. 
12X14  bedroom  plus  share  LR,  DR,  porch  & 
laundry.  Parking,  hardwood  floors,  well- 
fumished.  $425  and  1/2  utilis.  825-6842  (7) 


Jamaica  Plain,  2  LF  seek  2  LF/GM  25+  beautiful 
large  4  bedroom  apt.  Lots  of  common  space, 
porch  near  T.  No  rigs,  drugs  $265,  $278  524- 
7304.  (7) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  SING.  FAM.  HOUSE 

2  Ls  seek  2  Ls.  1  1/2  baths.  Off-street  parking. 
Front  porch.  Bam  in  back,  great  for  artists!  5 
mins,  to  pond,  10  mins,  to  T.  Av.  8/1 — 9/1. 
$300+.  522-8235.  (8) 


LEXINGTON 

LF  seeks  LF  for  furnished  bedroom  (ranch 
house).  No  smoking.  Small  dog  is  O.K. — nice 
back  yard.  $325  and  1/2  utilties.  Call  492-5396. 

(8) 


NEWTON,  OFF  RT.  9 

1  LF  seeks  2  LF  25+,  no  smoking,  no  pets, 
parking,  quiet  and  safe,  15  min.  walk  from  T, 
W/D,  $220+  utilities,  call  Linda  964- 1 729.  (6) 


GREAT  HOUSE  IN  JP 

3  slightly  exotic  women  (2  Ls)  seek  4th  woman. 
No  pels,  no  smoking.  $270+  util.  Sept.  1/Oct.  1. 
522-7466.  (6) 


SUNNY  INMAN  SQUARE  APT. 

LF  45,  fun-loving  a  responsible,  seeks  similar  to 
share  6-room  apt.  Cooperative,  flixible,  repect  for 
recovery  process,  familararity  with  class/race/ size 
politics.  $400+  gets  2  rooms  plus  common  space. 
Avalilabe  now.  776-2793.  (9) 


ALLSTON 

5  LF  looking  for  one  more  to  share  sober,  semi¬ 
coop  household.  Lots  of  space,  HW  floors,  porch, 
garden.  Near  T,  bus,  Boston  Food  Coop.  $230+. 
254-0448.  (6) 


PART  TIME  ROOMMATE  FOR  JP  APT 

LF  with  great  JP  apartment  seeks  part-time 
roommate.  Sunny,  3rd  floor,  porch,  2  minutes  to 
Arboretum.  Good  for  commuting  for 
school/work  $225 /mo/will  negotiate.  522-2240. 

(6) 


EAST  ARLINGTON— WALK  TO  T 
2  lesbians  plus  cal  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs, 
minimum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apart  me  nL 
4366+,  643-2426.  (6) 


NASHUA  NH  AREA 

LF,  33,  seeks  GM  or  LF,  nonsmoker,  to  share 
owner  occupied  townhouse.  Must  love  cats  but 
please  no  more.  Quiet  but  fun  loving.  $350+ 
(603)  595-2308.  (8) 
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Appleton  Moving  Company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905  (V1949) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  journalism  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WELL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

WOMEN'S  REVIEVTOF  BOOKS - 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81.  (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYELLOW  m 
"973  PAGES  lAJ 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  lor  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  for  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  tor  all  US  States, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  ol  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mail  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $4 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN /Southern  Midwest  64  pages  AL 
A 2.  AR.  FL.  GA.  KS,  KY.  LA.  MS.  MO,  NM.  NC, 
OK,  PR,  SC,  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC,  ME,  MA,  NH,  OH. 

PA,  Rl,  VT.  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


For  Sale 


STAT  CAMERA 

GCN  has  a  perfectly  good  stat 
camera  that  is  taking  up  too 
much  room.  Compugraphic 
Camera  System  1418B. 
Price  negotiable.  (Cheap!) 

Call  426-4469. 


ifiDWfly 

CYClf  SCHOOL  170. 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

35 1  8ROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868  3392 


Dear 

Readers  & 
Advertisers: 
GCN  WILL 
BE  CLOSED 

Aug.  25- 
Sept.  2 

FOR  A  MUCH 
NEEDED 
HIATUS. 


LESBIAN  PARADISE 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vacation 
choice!  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN.  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.  194. 16) 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
organizations  in  New  England  ! 

Ova-  200  pages  of  contacts,  businesses  &  non-profits 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/VISA  Welcome 
Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing, 

105  Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 


Inside  Shopper 

We  don't  know  anything  about  this  service, 
but  according  to  their  brochure,  the  "Inside 
Shopper"  is  a  mail  order  business  that  sells 
wholesale  items  from  clothing  to  13  inch 
TV  sets  (and  things  like  electric  fans  and 
watches)  to  prisoners.  Again,  we  aren’t 
endorsing  or  reccomending  this  business, 
and  we  don't  know  if  all  institutions  will 
permit  this  items  to  be  received,  but  anyone 
who  wants  to  check  it  out  shoud  write: 
Inside  Shopper,  219P  Berlin  Rd.,  Suite  185, 
Cherry  Hill,  N.J.  08034-3534.  Let  us  know 

how  it  works. _ 

Prisoner  target  of  right-wing 
extremist  mail.  Larry  Ketron  recently 
wrote  the  prisoner  project  to  let  us  know 
that  he  had  received  right-wing  religious 
literature  "by  someone  in  Asheville,  N.C. 
who  doesn't  fell  secure  enough  in  his 
religion  or  sexuality."He  wants  to  remind 
readers  that  if  "someone  out  there 
condemns  you,  he  doesn't  know  God’s  love 
well  enough  to  appreciate  what  love  is.  " 
Larry  would  appreciate  hearing  from  any 
one  with  expertise  in  legal  matters.Larry 
Ketron,  P.O.  Box  3500,  Staunton,  VA  24401 


Lonely  bisexual  seeking  anyone  to  write. 
Feel  free  to  share  your  world  with  me,  35ys, 
good  looking,  Black/Cajun,  doing  life,  open 
mind,  real  person  looking  for  a  real  person 
to  become  a  friend.  Gregory  Hamilton, 
#21147,  P.O.  Box  1989,  Ely,  NV  89301. 


Just  a  lonely  boy,  looking  for  love, 
friendship,  someone  to  write.  Brown  hair, 
baby  blue  eyes.  I  will  write  all  who  write, 
Terry  Miner,  #189074,  M.C.I.,  P.O.  Box 

1368,  Mansfield,  OH  44901. _ 

Easy  going,  intelligent,  articulate  person 
incarcerated  for  a  short  period.  If  you  are 
interested  in  stimulating  correspondence 
and  honesty,  then  I  am  the  person  for  you. 
Please  write,  Dwayne  Brown,  30966-060, 
P.O.,  Box  4000,  Springfield,  Missouri 

65808. _ 

Gay  male,  27,  enjoys  the  outdoors  and  loves 
cats.  Wish  to  correspond  with  other  gay 
males.  Will  be  out  soon!  Charles  Chauncey, 

P.O.  Box  014,  Maple,  NC  27956 _ 

Honest  kind  understanding  and  lonely  gay 
man,  hairy  with  beard,  seeks  penpals  for 
now,  possibly  something  long  term  later. 
Interests  include  reading  books,  camping, 
raising  house  plants  and  travel.  Also  a 
Christian.  All  letters  answered.  Dean 
Conover  180935,  P.O.  Box  430,  Dillwyn, 

VA  23936 _ 

Gay  male,  looking  for  serious  friendship  or 
a  bonded  relationship.  No  games,  released 
in  16  months  or  less.  William  Lowery,  P.O. 

Box  014,  Maple,  NC  27956. _ 

22,  up  for  parole  in  Feb.,  1992.  Like 
reading,  long  walks,  extremely  athletic, 
strive  to  keep  in  good  condition.  Looking 
for  friends.  Marvin  R.  Morton,  #91984. 
Kentucky  Stale  Penitentiary,  P.O.  Box  128- 
3  C/H  Eddyville,  Kentucky  42038-0128. _ 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  ANO  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE" 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


WOMEN  SEEKING  FRIENDS 

?? 

Woman-child,  still  shy  about  my  feelings 
but  woman  enough  to  know  they  exist. 
Looking  to  communicate  with  witty, 
intelligent  people  on  a  open  basis  without 
having  bruised  egos  in  the  way.  Blue  eyes, 
long  hair,  easy  going,  college  grad.  Loves 
drawing  and  tenderness.  Patti  James,  Box 
403,  Broward  Correctional  Institution, 
POB  8540  #161336,  Pembroke  Pines,  Fla. 
33024. _ 

I  am  still  looking  for  that  special  female, 
and  females  only.  No  head  games.  I'm  not 
into  it  Hi  to  Fleetwood  and  Fast  Black  at 
Broward  Correctional  Institution.  Patricia 
Coleman,  P.O.  Box  1466,  Clewiston,  Fla 
33440. _ 


Seeking  open  minded  individuals  who  can 
look  beyond  my  current  situation  of  being 
incarcerated.  I  have  a  wide  range  of 
interests.  Pictures  appreciated,  not 
necessary.  Daniel  Ambrose,  #856548  -  c-2, 
P.O.  Box  473,  Westville,  IN 

46391. _ 

Gay  male  would  like  to  correspond  with 
gay  male  or  someone  with  AIDS.  Have  love 
and  joy  to  share.  Love  Joy  Miller,  C-52844, 
P.O.  Box  13-7-132,  Repress,  CA95671. 


20  yrs,  easy  going,  good  sense  of  humor.  I 
enjoy  meeting  people  for  freindship  and 
companionship.  I'm  from  Arizona,  have 
been  in  prison  2  years  with  1  year  to  go. 
Sorry,  can't  write  other  prisoners.  Steve 
Banks,  #181415,  P.O.  Box  220,  Hominy, 

OK.  74035. _ 

Gay  Texan,  former  trucker,  41,  lonely,  will 
answer  all  letters,  send  pictures  if  possible. 
Tommy  Tudor.  #884590,  WCC,  Box  473,  8 

ctr.,  Westville,  IN  46391-0473. _ 

Redhead  drag  queen,  21, 1  like  men,  straight 
or  gay.  I  like  to  be  treated  nice  and  I  like  to 
treat  others  nice.  To  be  released  in  6  -  8 
months.  I  will  answer  all  letters.  Gary 
Deshotel,  #558044,  Ellis  II  UniL  Huntsville, 

TX  77340 _ 

Special  wish  to  my  cat,  Terry  Miner:  To 
me,  your  birthday  is  a  day  set  aside  just  to 
celebrate  you,  to  shower  you  with  attention, 
and  appreciate  your  goodness  and  warmth. 
Of  course,  in  my  own  way,  I  celebrate  you 
the  rest  of  the  year  too,  maybe  not  with 
cards  and  presents  or  cakes  and  balloons, 
but  it  means  just  the  same.  Happy  Birthday 
Terry  Miner  189-074,  From:  R.S.  Walker, 

R- 139-665. _ 

Note  on  "notes":  We  may  print  one  now 
and  then,  when  we  don't  have  lots  of  ads 
for  friendship  waiting,  but  generally  we 
don'L 

Seek  pen-pal  friendship  with  person/s 
interested  in  intergenerational  relationships. 
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29  Thursday,  Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Open  Mic  with 
Betsy  Salkind.  Open  to  comediennes  and  folk 
singers.  7:30  p.m.  Crones’  Harvest,  761  Centre 
St.  Call  to  sign  up.  983-9530.  left:  B.  Salkind 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Listings  may  also  be  sent  electronically  by  the 
Tuesday  before  the  week  of  the  event  at  the 
following  addresses:  via  AT&T  Mail.  Inaleks;  via  the 
Internet,  naleks  @  attmall.com;  via  X.400,  c  -  us  / 
admd  =  attmail  /  pn=  /  given  name  =  norm  / 
surname  =  aleks  /  dda  (id)  =  naleks.  No  phone  calls, 
please. 

Please  specify  If  event  Is  or  Is  not  wheelchair 
accessible  and/or  sign  language  Interpreted.  Please 
use  our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings,  including  time, 
date,  place,  and  a  contact  person.  All  listings  must 
be  typed.  Please  note  that  listings  are  printed  only 
as  space  allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print 
every  submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  In  the  617  area  code,  and 
cities  are  in  Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

24  Saturday 

Plymouth  ♦  Third  Annual  AIDS  Cul-A-Thon.  To 
benefit  S.  Shore  AIDS  Project.  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Hair 
Trends,  84  Court  St.  Haircut  or  styling  for  donation 
Of  $15.  (508)  559-1174. 

Watertown  ♦  Lesbian  Tennis.  Sponsored  by  DOB.  9 
a.m.  Behind  Marshalls,  Arsenal  Mall,  Arsenal  St. 
628-1038. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Couples  Group:  "Here  Come 
the  ...  Brides?!:  Telling  The  World  About  Our 
Commitments.”  1 1  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46 
Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Beverly  ♦  North  Shore  G/L  Alliance  Annual  Full- 
Moon  Boat  Cruise  and  Potluck.  8  to  12  p.m.  Meet 
7:15  p.m.  at  New  England  Charters,  Desmond's 
Yacht  Yard  (behind  Beverly  Depot  on  Rantoul  St.). 
Space  limited;  reservations  required  by  8/10.  Send 
$25  to  “Cruise,"  NSGLA,  P.O.  Box  806,  Marblehead 
01945.  (508)  745-3848. 

Shrewsbury  ♦  The  Floating  Dancefloor:  A  Smoke- 
Free  Dance  for  Women.  Dancing  to  Deejay  Jean. 
8:30  p.m.  to  1  a.m.  Free  coffee  and  snacks;  cash 
bar.  $4.  LWVO  Club,  206  S.  Quinslgamond  Ave.  E- 
Z  Directions:  (508)  791-1327. 

Boston  ♦  Slow  Dancing  at  the  Center.  9  p.m.  to  1 
a.m.,  fourth  Saturday  each  month.  Slow  dancing 
lesson  10:30  p.m.  by  Jason  Thomas.  G/L  Comm. 
Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St.  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  11th  Hispanic  Festival  of  Cambridge. 
Free  concerts,  games,  rides  for  kids,  food  and  much 
more.  Columbia  Park,  Columbia  St.  (near  Central 
Sq.) 

25  Sunday 

Attleboro  ♦  Triboro  Triangles  Morning  Bike  Trip. 
Info:  Rl  L/G  Helpline  (401)  751-3322  7  p.m.  to  11 
p.m.  nightly,  or  Boston  G/L  Comm.  Ctr.  257-2927  10 
a.m.  to  10  p.m.  daily.  Newsletter  or  more  info: 
Triboro  Triangles,  POB  2751,  Attleboro  Falls, 
02763. 

Boston  ♦  AMALGM  Monthly  Men's  Meeting. 
(AMALGM — Assoc,  of  Mass.  Asian  L/GM.)  Last 
Sunday  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St., 
room  202K.  Info:  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  11th  Hispanic  Festival  of  Cambridge, 
(see  8/24) 

26  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  “Share  Your  Talent." 
Bring  poems,  songs,  stories,  etc.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

27  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  “Co-dependency."  7 
to  8:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  354- 
8807. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation,  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee.  Volunteers  needed  to  provide 
emotional  and  practical  support  to  AAC  clients  on  a 
one-to-one  basis.  Orientation  mtg.  the  fourth 
Tuesday  each  month.  Minimum  age  requirement  Is 
24.  AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  437- 
6200x450. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  “Sexual 
Abuse.*  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46 
Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

28  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  Second  and  tourth  Wednesday 
each  month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Center  night  at  Venus  De  Milo,  11 
Landsowne  St.  Raffle  with  great  prizes  to  benefit  the 
Boston  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Community 
Center. 

29  Thursday 

Dorchester  •  Dorchester  GALA  Licking,  Sticking, 
Stuffing  Party.  Geiger  Gbson  Health  Ctr.,  250  Mt. 
Vernon  St.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info:  Hotline  825-3737  or 
Barry  288-1847. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Open  Mic  with  Betsy  Salkind. 
Open  to  comediennes  and  folk  singers.  7:30  p.m. 
Crones'  Harvest,  761  Centre  St.  Call  to  sign  up. 
983-9530. 

30  Friday 

Hardwick  ♦  Annual  Northeast  Women's  Musical 
Retreat.  8/30  to  9/2.  Many  Interesting  acts.  Info: 
(203)  468-8505,  or  SASE  to  NEWMR,  POB  217, 
New  Haven,  CT  06513. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  at  the  Center: 


“All  About  Eve*  7  p.m.  $2  suggested.  338  Newbury 
St.  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Liturgy  for  All  Those  Affected  by  AIDS. 
Simple  reception  to  follow.  Paulist  Center,  5  Park  St. 
7  p.m.  742-4460. 

Boston  ♦  Lifestyle  Productions'  Labor  Day  Night 
Cruise.  Departs  8  p.m.,  returns  11  p.m.  Bay  State 
Cruise  Lines,  Long  Wharf.  Info:  John  321-1388  or 
Jerome  282-6409. 

31  Saturday 

Provlncetown  ♦  Fifth  Annual  Provincetown  AIDS 
Support  Group  Auction.  7  p.m.  Unitarian 
Universallst  Meeting  House,  236  Commercial  St. 
Preview  8/30,  3  p.m.  to  11  p.m.,  and  8/31,  10  a.m. 
to  3  p.m.  Registration  begins  5  p.m.  Info  or 
donations:  (508)  487-9445. 

Boston  ♦  Center  Night  at  Boston  Eagle,  520 
Tremont  St.  Raffle  with  great  prizes  to  benefit  the 
Boston  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Community 
Center. 

September  4 
Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Auditions  for  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus. 
6-10  p.m.,  also  9/5.  Consists  of  a  written 
questionnaire,  singing  a  familiar  song  (no 
preparation  necessary),  sight-reading,  and  an 
Interview  with  Chorus  administration.  To  set  up  an 
audition,  call  or  write  BGMC,  POB  1348,  Back  Bay 
Annex,  Boston  02117;  247-BGMC. 

Boston  ♦  Open  house  for  new  and  prospective 
members  and  activists.  Get  Involved.  NOW,  971 
Comm.  Ave;  782-1056 

5  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Auditions  for  Ars  Nova.  By  appointment, 
9/5  through  9/10.  A  chorus  for  L/GM  and  friends.  No 
prepared  pieces  required.  To  arrange  an 
appointment,  call  247-7590. 

Boston  ♦  Auditions  for  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus. 
6-10  p.m.  See  9/4. 

Boston  ♦  Drop  In  at  DOB  coffee  night,  7-9  p.m.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  SI. 
661-3633 

Boston  ♦  City-wide  coalition  meeting  against 
Clarence  Thomas.  NOW  offices,  971  Comm.  Ave., 
782-1056 

Cambridge  ♦  Ongoing  self-defense  classes  offered. 
Sanchln  Women's  School  of  Karate  and  Self- 
Defense,  Central.  Sq.  Info:  547-3889. 

6  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Auditions  for  Are  Nova.  See  9/5. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  at  the  Center: 
“Hairspray."  7  p.m.  $2  suggested.  338  Newbury  St. 
2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  L/G/B  Swing  &  Ballroom  Dance.  8:15 
p.m.  to  midnight.  Swing  lesson  8:15  to  9  p.m.  Music 
by  Cheek  to  Cheek.  Smoke/alcohol  free.  $5.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  661-1792. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbians  age  50+/-  meet,  8  p.m.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  $1  661- 
3633 

7  Monday 

Amherst  ♦  Kaleidoscope,  a  group  for  older  L/G/Bs, 
monthly  meeting.  6:30  p.m.,  Bangs  Community 
Center  on  Boltwood  Walk.  Info:  Corrle  (413)  525- 
2188  or  Dave  (413)  733-3092 

14  Saturday 

Provlncetown  ♦  After  the  season  party  to  benefit 
ASTRAEA  National  Lesbian  Action  Foundation. 
Special  guest  Suzanne  Pharr.  7  p.m.  50 
Commercial  St. 

Boston  ♦  Casselberry-DuPree,  socially  conscious 
reggae.  WorldFest,  Oxfam  America's  fifth 
multicultural  festival.  Boston  Common,  5  p.m.  482- 
1211  X465. 

15  Sunday 

Cambridge  ♦  Conference  about  Israel  and  occupied 
Palestine,  for  women  and  our  friends.  Featuring 
Rabab  Hadl  and  Simona  Sharonl.  9:30— 4:30, MIT, 
77  Mass  Ave.  Donation  $5-10  (more/less)  522- 
SI  73. 

Friday 

Somerville  ♦  Dance  for  G/L/Bs  8  p.m.  Swing  and 
two-step  lessons.  9  p.m.-12  a.m.  Dance  $5  cover. 
880  Broadway.  Info:  623-9532 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-ml.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  12:15 
p.m.  at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282- 
0013. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6p.m.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime — Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 


Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoln.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  p.m.; 
volleyball  6  p.m.  HI  dark.  $1.  Info:  Steph  625-9551. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service.  5:30 
p.m.  96  Bradford  St.  (P'Town  AIDS  Support  Grp.). 
Pot  luck  dinner  to  follow.  (508)  487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Govt 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Flev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2:30  a.m. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  tor  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chiltem  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843- 
3966. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  4378200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday 
Night  Flap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O'Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Flap  Group,  8-10  p.m.  Every 
1st  and  3rd  Monday,  partners/lovers  of  Incest 
survivors,  7-8:30  p.m. The  Women's  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St.  3548807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401 )  461  -41 91 . 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle/Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  illness.  Pos.  C&S  8 
to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst.  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19 
Pleasant  St.  (508)  2838101. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  78:30.  354-8807. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  78:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 


Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Busins 
Owners  and  Supporters  of  the  Community.  7:30 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd 
Registration  required:  Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice 
326-1600  x350. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m. 
(800)  42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30 
to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 
1559. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+. 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  In 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Flape  Crisis  Center  drop-ln 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 
Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee — for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  In  at  DOB  Coffee  Night.  7  to 
9:30  p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1.6618633. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Flap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Interequad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Greater  Bos.  rink. 
Info:  John  3508063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT — Gays 
at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial 
Dr. 

Fridays 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  Boston  Living 
Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  7  p.m.  236-1012. 

Boston  ♦  Body  Electric.  Healing  w/sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  $12.  522-9164. 
Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Somerville  ♦  Swing  and  C/W  Dance  for  G/L/B.  8 
p.m.,  swing  and  two-step  lessons;  9  p.m.  to 
midnight,  dancing.  Smoke  /  alcohol  free,  juice  bar. 
Air  cond.  $5.  “On  Broadway,'  880  Broadway.  623- 
9532. 

Provincetown  ♦  Safe  Sex  Brigade  and  Antl-L/G/B 
Violence  Campaign.  Volunteers  meet  on  steps  of 
P'Town  Post  Office  Friday  and  Sunday  nights  at 
11:30  p.m.  through  Labor  Day.  Info:  ACT  UP  (508) 
487-2063. 
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WE  NEED  GCN  NOW  MORE  THAN  EVER 


While  the  benefit  got  us  off  to  a  great  start,  and 
donations  have  been  generously  flowing  in,  we're 
not  out  of  the  financial  woods  yet  (See 
GCN  v.19,  no.2).  Help  us  keep  the  momentum  going 
by  taking  a  few  minutes  to  fill  out  the  form  below  or 
call  us  at  (617)426-4469  if  you'd  like  to  volunteer 
some  time. 

With  your  help,  GCN  will  continue  to  be  a  vital 
forum  for  all  of  us.  There’s  no  time  to  wait. 
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Please  make  checks  payable  to  GCN.  Mail  to:  GCN ,  62  Berkeley  St.  Boston,  MA  02116 


Every  week  I  can  depend  upon 
GCN  to  report  what  our 
community,  in  all  of  its  diversity, 
is  doing.  GCN  is  unique  among 
gay  publications,  because  it 
is  committed  to  making  the 
connections  between  the 
lesbian  and  gay  struggle  and  all 
the  movements  for  liberation. 
In  the  1 990' s  we  need 
GCN  more  than  ever. 

-  Barbara  Smith,  writer  and  activist.  Publisher 
of  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press. 


